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ABSTRACT
This thesis is concerned with examining the effects
of poverty and prejudice on the environmental struc-
ture of rural blacks, their homes, their communi-
ties, the people and their social networks. The
intention of the study is to present an accurate
portrayal of the generators of the rural blacks'
environment, a portrayal which would help to
eliminate many of the misunderstandings presently
held about blacks.
Rural low-income blacks generally lack control over
or access to the distribution or use of resources.
Because of this lack of control, they are not in-
volved in the making of the majority of decisions
that affect their environment. However, in Kent
County, Maryland, which is the focus of this study,
the rural blacks live in segregated communities
that were established in the late 19th century.
Because of the nature and age of the communities,
the blacks have control over many decisions affect-
ing their local environment -- though they are still
severely restricted by the constraints of society
in such areas as job opportunities. Control and
lack of control are important generators in the en-
vironment. This thesis discusses the effects of
both the "external" controls -- that is, those of
society -- and "internal" controls on the rural
black's environmental structure.
The study offers an analysis of the development
of the rural black environment and the physical,
social, political and economic factors that in-
fluenced their development. To do this, the
major portion of the study is concerned with
documenting the existing environments that sur-
round the family and working life of selected
rural blhcks. Presented are: the description of
three types of rural black communities; the rela-
tionships between the form of the communities,
the family, the church, and the social networks;
the homes and their use; as well as the con-
straints of society and how blacks cope with them
to generate their own "sub-culture" and their
own set of controls.
The data of the study is drawn mostly from in-
terviews conducted with 20 individuals in 15
households. The research concentrated on four
communities of differing character to examine
the effects of different factors -- e.g., land
ownership -- on the structure of the communities.
The study concludes with a chapter that isolates
the major problems that exist in the rural
blacks' environment and then makes some prelim-
inary suggestions for approaches for solving
those problems. It is hoped that this study can
aid local officials and planners in rural areas
in their work with the poor. It is also hoped
that the methodology used will be helpful to
professionals throughout the country in their
attempts to deal with any group of people, not
only the poor or rural blacks.,
Thesis Supervisor: Florence L'ad,'Assistant
Dean for Academic Administration, School of
Architecture and Planning
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Blacks in Rural America
"If another group controls your culture, they
control your mind."
-- Topper Carew
The rural blacks and the communities they live in,
which are described in this study, are unique.
The blacks are mostly poor, and many of them are
descendants of slaves who once lived in the same
area. Many of the communities are small and
isolated out in the countryside. Within them
there is a suprisingly large number of substan-
dard homes. However, these characteristics are
not what make the blacks' environment unique.
Their uniqueness lies rather in the interrela-
tionships that have existed for generations be-
tween the blacks' social networks -- the exten-
ded family, the church, and friends -- and the
physical elements of the community. These inter-
relationships have become deeply entrenched in
the environmental structure of the rural blacks.
The consequence is a community structure quite
unlike most others in America today, a structure
which aids the rural blacks in coping with their
poverty and the prejudices of society.
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Being black in America has always had special
consequences. Whites have historically enjoyed
political, economic, social and territorial.
dominance over blacks, as well as control over
the allocation or use of resources. Blacks
have always been effectively denied access to
those controls, and thus they can be considered
non-participants in the decision-making process
that shapes their environment.
One of the major consequences of the blacks' lack
of access to the controls that allocate resources
is their present situation as a race. A major
portion of blacks have always been poor, and of
all ethnicgroups in America, blacks have the
largest record of continuous deprivation. In
addition, there seems to be little hope for ma-
jor change in the imnediate future. Unlike other
ethnic groups, blacks do not become "invisible"
with successive generations. Because of this,
blacks have been an easy target for victimization
by the white power structure. In this way, pov-
erty for blacks -- like their skin color -- ap-
pears to be hereditary. 1
There exists for blacks a conflict in their en-
vironment, because those who are in control --
whites -- are not those who use the environment.
The whites do not understand the needs, values,
or lifestyles of the blacks and usually make no
effort to understand them. Because of this, any
efforts made by whites to rectify the problems
of the blacks are often inadequate or misdirected.
Blacks are therefore left with little -- hence,
their continued poverty and substandard environ-
ment.
To be black in rural America is a double jeopardy.
Rural areas are often neglected by the rest of
the country. To many Americans the "country" con-
notes dairy farms, scenic pastures, and an easy-
going lifestyle. However, to some there is an-
other side to life in rural America. For many,
living in the country means desperate poverty
-- homes that are dilapidated, without running
water or sanitary facilities. Such conditions
can be found in all sections of the country and
among all sectors of the population -- whites in
Vermont and Appalachia, Indians in the west,
blacks in the south, etc.
Despite the unavailability of suitable data, the
experts' best estimates are that two-thirds of
American's inadequate housing is in rural areas.
Yet, rural poverty continues to go unnoticed by
the increasingly urbanized majority in our coun-
try as this majority, along with the Federal
government, focuses its attention on the ghettos
which are found in the cities. This lack of in-
terest in rural poverty reflects a rural preju-
dice in American society, a prejudice which makes
it difficult for many non-urban poor to obtain de-
decent living standards. 3
Blacks' Control
o f Their Environment
For many blacks in our country the lack of con-
trol over their environment has had serious ef-
fects on their behavioral, social, and physical
patterns. However, the rural blacks in the com-
munities studied in this report have been able
to acquire some of those controls, unavailable to
blacks elsewherewhich help make their environ-
ment more responsive to their needs. Land own-
ership, the age of the communities, and the so-
cial networks are all responsible for increasing
the controls blacks have though they have not
been able to completely overcome the consequences
of both racial and ruralprejudice.
Because the communities are over a century old,
the blacks have been able to establish a sub-
cultural tradition among themselves. This tra-
dition means that there is a shared image of
life, an accepted model of buildings and settle-
ment pattern. Since the tradition was developed
with the collective assent of the blacks, it thus
has given them a collective control over their
environment, while also helping the blacks to
offset some of the negative effects of white so-
ciety.
The rural blacks have now reached a stable bal-
ance between the "external" controls of society
and their own "internal" controls. Their way of
life, behavior patterns, the community structure
etc. are all established and working. However,
it must be stressed that these blacks are still
extremely poor, that they are still adversely
affected by the external controls of society,
and that much of their behavior is adaptive.
What these communities represent is an envir-
onment that is working in the best possible man-
ner for the blacks -- given their limited access
to resources in our society.
One purpose of this thesis is to illustrate that
the rural blacks environment -- as well as all
other environments -- is the direct expression
of values, images, perceptions, social networks,
economic resources, available building techiniqes,
etc. The rural blacks are a sub-culture within
our society, and consequently have different
housing and settlement patterns. 5 It is thus
important for outsiders, such as architects and
planners, to understand and operate within the
cultural logic of the environmental structure of
the rural blacks. 5
It is with this reminder of the importance of a
people's existing traditions and culture that
this research has been conducted. Existing si-
multaneously with the blacks communities are ex-
treme conditions of poverty that need to be al-
leviated as well as strong social and cultural
structures that have developed among the blacks
to help them deal with the poverty. However,
these existing patterns are not so rigid or per-
manent that they require designs which would of-
ten ask people to continue behavior patterns they
would just as soon give up. 6 Often these pat-
terns could end as soon as- a few resources are
made available to blacks. Until then, however,
it. would be disasterous to alter the. blacks'
coping mechanisms and social structures without
giving them anything in return.
Main Issues
"Mbre often than we like to admit, we are not en-
gaged in changing the world to some determined
end. We are adapting -- responding to outside
forces beyond our control, seeking to survive, to
preserve something, to maintain some level of
performance."
Kevin Lynch, What Time is This Place
The major purpose of this study is to document the
the effects of poverty and prejudice on the en-
vironmental structure of rural blacks in Kent
County, Maryland. I believe that the social bal-
ances and conflicts within a community affect the
resulting structure of that community and that
that system of "conflicts and balances' is re-
flected in control. Thus, I found it necessary
to examine the constraints imposed on rural
blacks by the ''external controls" of society and
to see how these constraints have affected the
blacks' homes, jobs and communities, In addition
to affecting the environment directly, the con-
straints of society have forced blacks to assume
many patterns of adaptation in dealing with that
environment -- e.g. behavior, use patterns, cul-
tural values, etc. What then are the consequen-
ces of adaptation? How has it affected the en-
vironment, and the blacks' way of thinking? Fi-
nally, there is the issue of the effects of the
blacks' "internal controls" on their environmen-
tal structure. What are the blacks' priorities,
what do they have control of, how do they view
their control, how do they exercies their con-
trol, and finally, what are the environmental
consequences of each of these issues?
The major issues that are dealt with in this
analysis are control, adaptation, and the en-
vironmental structure of a community. Included
within this format are the traditional obser-
vation techniques used by architects and plan-
ners. Yet architects rarely study social net-
works or cultural patterns, or how those ele-
ments affect form and the people. This study
is an example of how architects and planners
can learn to understand the relationship between
the people, their environment, and the controls
in that environment, With this understanding,
they could design buildings or programs that are
sensitive to the needs of the residents.
MajoFnig
A focus of the research was to see how rural blacks
have adapted to the exteria controls of white so-
ciety and to see how this process of adaptation has
has affected their environment. Two of the major
findings were a Coping Strategy and the Backwoods
Community form.
The Coping Strategy was developed over several
generations by the rural blacks to help them deal
with the constraints of society by increasing
their access to controls and resources that white
society denies them. The strategy is apparent in
the blacks' "Way of Thinking," their value system,
their friendship and helping networks, and also in
in the extended family structure which is commun-
ity based. Additionally, the coping strategy has
some negative effects for blacks. These include
the lack of exploration of alternatives, the de-
pendency of blacks on whites, and the difficulty
of increasing their mobility due to the lack of
contact with, or confidence in, the white system.
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The Backwoods Communities of the blacks which are
found in the countryside tend to be completely
isolated from whites. Some of the communities
are more than a century old with many descendants
of the original families still there. Their
structure is strongly linkedwith the extended fam-
ily and social networks, as well as with the
church. For example, the physical structure of
the communities is related to land ownership and
subdivision patterns which are themselves linked
to the family. It is the Backwoods communities
thatsupportmany elements of the Coping Strategy
of the blacks. These communities have created an
an environmental framework which has facilitated
the ownership of land by blacks. This in turn
gives them access to other controls. (See page 7)
The final issue examined in this work is the
blacks' home -- their use of it, the physical
conditions therein, the meaning of the home to
the blacks, etc. The home is the best example
of the strong influences of both the "external"
and "internal" controls of society. External con-
trols account for the limited range of homes
available to blacks, the homes' small size, their
poor condition, the lack of utilities, etc. The
blacks' internal controls are exemplified in var-
ious manners, such as the way in which they de-
corate, maintain, or build their homes.
The final observation of this research is that
the blacks are basically adapting to the con-
straints of society. It is because of these
constraints and the blacks' lack of control that
they have to develop coping strategies. Blacks
have to adapt to living in small and sub-stan-
dard homes. They must adapt to "knowing they
are black." It would thus be incorrect to iden-
tify the problems of the rural blacks as lying
in their own environmental structure. That struc-
turewoul'dsurely change if blacks were provided
access to additional resources within society.
It is with this in mind that some recommendations
are presented in the final chapter as catalysts
for the devleopment of programs to help blacks
in the future.
MAJOR DEFINITIONS
Environmental Structure
The Environmental Structure of these communities
or any environment, consists of both large and
small scale elements. The large scale ele-
ments are the economical, social, political, and
historical factors which shape the structure of
society and simultaneously influence its smaller
elements. The small scale elements are the
physical (buildings, cars, bushes, etc.), behav-
ioral, and the perceptual realms.
To study the environmental structure, one must
understand the relationship between the large
and small scale elements. Basically the environ-
ment consists of a balance of three realms: the
physical elements, the people, and control and
responsibility. 7 The Physical elements can be
classified as fixed, semi-fixed, and non-fixed
elements. Fixed elements are permanent, such as
walls; semi-fixed are somewhat moveable, i.e.
furniture; and finally, non-fixed elements are
very mobile, for instance, cars, coffee cups,
etc. People takes into account the factors of
culture and ethnicity, life cycle, income, and
oher behavioral issues. The third, and often
the most consequential category for blacks in
the balance of the environment, is Control and
Responsibility. This includes those people who
initiate or make decisions, design or manage the
environment. Control and Responsibility can oc-
cur at a large scale in society -- politics,
economic trends -- or at a small and local scale
-- the landlord, local government, etc.
Often the approach which is used in an effort to
solve the problems of black neighborhoods is one
which aims at their physical rebuilding and re-
newal rather than trying to set up a workable
balance of the people, the physical elements of
the environment, and the set of controls affect-
ing that environment. However, solutions that
deal only with the inadequacy of the physical en-
vironment fail to take into account the factors
that initially caused those conditions -- the
lack of control by the residents or irresponsi-
ble control by "external" forces.
Controls
Control has been described as a key issue in the
environmental structure of the blacks, especially
since white society "controls" most of the access
to resources and makes most of the decisions
which are relevant to the environment.
Controls can either be explicit or implicit, co-
dified or informal, or even illegitimate. The
effects are the same. However, control can take
place on several levels -- such as in politics,
through the national allocation of resources, or
in the home. Often, the key is the access to con-
trol (or who controls control).
There are four modes of control and again these
could occur on any level. Access to all modes
at once is not necessary. The four modes of con-
trol are: 8
1. Rigt to Exclude: This is the right to be in
a place, and to keep others out of it.
2. Right to Use: To appropriate the resources
of a place, or to employ its facilities for
one's own benefit,
3. Right of Modification: To be allowed to
change a place as sees fit, to add to it,
etc.
4. Right of Transferability: To be able to give
away or to sell, control is permanent and
transferable.
Additionally, a few variables which provide ac-
cess to these controls are: hone ownership, ten-
ure or length of residency, political structures,
cultural traditions, etc.
Adaptation
When examining any culture for patterns of adap-
tation, one must realize that human beings are
adaptive by nature to many stimuli. Adaptation
may take the form of modification of one's liv-
ing space or behavior, but the purpose of adap-
tation is to adjust oneself and the elements
under one' control in the environment to make
the overall environment more suitable to a group
or individual.
There are three types of adaptation: adaptation
by choice, forced adaptation, and unconscious
adaptation. Each has different effects on the
environment. Adaptation by choice means that
people accept new patterns of behavior or phy-
sical environments willingly. Shared sub-cul-
tural values, shared meanings, priorities, and
mobility are some reasons why people accept or
choose these adaptations. The assumption is
that if one has a choice, then that choice is
easier to live with.
Non-choice is when people are forced to adapt to
an environment, to prejudice, to economic restric-
tions, or to other undesirable elements. The
psychological, economical, and physical conse-
quences of this would range from a shrug of the
shoulders, a feeling of being locked in or pow-
erless within a system, agression, role playing,
or a lack or initiative.
Unconscious adaptation consists of those patterns
or environmental qualities that we have learned
to live in or with. Three meals a day, a nice
neighborhood, and the correct way to act in so-
ciety are all examples of adaptation that has
become a natural part of a lifestyle, which we
often subconsciously seek to continue.
Research Methods
The information presented in this study comes
from the analysis of data collected during five
weeks which I spent in the field during Januray
and February of 1978. My basic approach was to
interview community leaders and officials -- min-
isters, town managers-, etc. -- to try to develop
an understanding of the overall structure of the
communities. These pieces of data were supple-
mented by the gathering of information available
from planning or town offices.
The bulk of my conclusions were drawn from ny
direct interaction with the residents of the
black communities. After picking four communi-
ties to concentrate my efforts on, I made con-
tact with 3-5 families in each. Next I inter-
viewed each family and documented their homes.
The major thrust of these interviews was to ga-
ther information about the communities, the peo-
ple's homes, how they used them, their priorities
and perceptions, and the history of the housing
for the family. It is the comments from these
interviews which are used throughout this report
to supplement many of my observations. Somehow
the people always had a way of expressing their
feelings better than I could.
Fred and Mary's 3 room shack.
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Fred and Mar
Finally, the most important aspect of my research
was that during the 5 weeks in Maryland, I lived
with Fred and Mary in their shack. They are a
black couple who worked on our farm when I was
a child. Fred (70) is a retired farm laborer and
Mary (46) works as a maid. Together they acted
as my major informants not only in their comnts
on my data, but also in revealing to me many as-
pects about their own and other blacks' life-
styles.
Living in Fred and Mary's three-room shack with
their son William also showed me many other as-
pects of rural black poverty. In no other way
could I have learned so well the implications in
the blacks' environment -- the lack of running
water, the lack of space, etc.
My contact with Fred and Mary also proved essen-
tial when I was interviewing other blacks. Few
whites ever showed such an interest in their
lives, homes, or communities, and even fewer had
entered their homes. Thus, it was helpful in my
relationships with these blacks to say that I
was living with Fred and Mary. In a sense, I
"used my contacts to open some doors."
Respondent
Male
Female
Male
Male
Female
Male
Female
Female
Male
Male
Male
Female
Male
Female
Male
Male
Hale
Female
Male
Male
Male
Age
70
46
21
45
34
42
84
35
45
50
35
50
30
70
70
85
75
75
28
45
17
Occupation Place of Residence
rarm worker
maid
Town employee
cement laborer
cook
cons truction
retired
social worker
factory
construction
factory
truck driver
ret, teacher
ret. laborer
ret. farm
worker
ret. factory
unemployed
unemployed
student
Kennedyville
if'
Bigwoods
Bigwoods
Bi gwoods
Nelitota
Chesapeak
Landing (next to
Melitota)
"'
Melitota
Chestertown
Chestertown
Chestertown
Chestertown
Chestertown
Chestertown
Ches tertown
et
Chestertown
Whestertown
Washington Park
The black respondents.
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The Eastern Shore
The Eastern Shore of Maryland is a large penin-
sula that is isolated from the rest of the eas-
tern seaboard by the Chesapeakeand Delaware Bays.
Because of this isolation the Shore has managed
to maintain it rural character despite the rap-
id changes going on around it. Today, there is
still an old time flavor to the Shore, strictly
southern and aristocratic. The people still re-
fer to themselves as "Eastern Shore" and it
makes a difference if you were not born there.
The Eastern Shore itself is divided into the
"lower" and "upper" shores. The lower shore is
very flat. However on the upper shore the land
is rolling and cutting through it are many slug-
ish creeks and rivers that eventually find their
way to the Bay. The country side is dominated by
many dairy and grain farms, the towns by old and
historic buildings, and the government by the
wealthy.
The history of the shore begins in the early
1600's when the coasts of Maryland and Virginia
were settled and divided into large plantations.
Towns grew up along the waterways and became the
the commercial centers for the agricultural based
economy. Today the flavor of the old plantation
society still exists in many ways on the Shore.
The economy is based on farming and many of the
old plantation homes still stand. The old com-
mercial centers have continued as the hubs of
the Shore both commercially and socially. Each
major town has a country club that makes clear
distinctions about who should join and who should
not.
Because of its many old waterfront homes, the
history of the area, and the tranquility of the
12
A typical white owned home.
country side, the Eastern Shore has become a re-
tirement center for many very wealthy individu-
als from the nearby cities. They have bought
the old estates, the historic homes in the towns,
and have become the force behind the conservative
air of the Shore. They would like to see the Shore
stay the way it is. 1
In spite of all the real and apparent wealth --
the farms, old homes and country clubs -- life on
the Eastern Shore does not come easily for many.
Poverty is an enormous problem; unemployment is
high, living conditions are terrible for many, and
if anything, the situation is getting worse.
There is another well-kept secret about the
Eastern Share. Behind the "facades" of the large
farms, the tranquil countryside, and the larger
towns are scattered numerous small communities.
Many of these are located on secondary or winding
back roads and have little more than a single gen-
eral store. They are also either all white or all
black.
There is a clear distinction between whites and
blacks on the Shore. They live in different
communities, the blacks are extremely poor, and
the situation is much like the South of the old
days. The prejudice is still very strong.
This, in short, is a brief discussion of the
Eastern Shore, of which Kent County is a part.
Characteristic of it are the farms, the towns,
the smaller communities, its stagnant economy,
and the clear division between whites and blacks.
One of the many white owned farms.
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Kent County
Kent County (16,000 pop.) is located on the up-
per shore and is bounded on the south by the
Chester River and the north by the Sassafras
River. It stretches from the Chesapeake Bay
on the west to the Delaware border :on the east.
Chestertown (3,800 pop.) is the largest town and
it is located approximately in the middle of the
county on the Chester River. Rock Hall (1,200
pop.) is located on the bay and is the only other
"large" town.
Scattered throughout the countryside are numer-
ous smaller towns and communities that roughly
range in size from 40-400 people. In the county
there are over forty of these smaller communities;
most of them are black, off the major roads, and Y
very poor.
Major towns
The data for my research was collected mainly
from four black communities: Uptown, a black
community in Chestertown; Melitota, a small
community of 200 people about 8 miles west of
Chestertown; Bigwoods, a larger community of
400 about 7 miles north of Chestertown; and Wash-
ington Park, a black suburb of Chestertown with
about 200 people. 5
Before moving into my analysis of these commun-
ities, their inhabitants and their homes, I will
conclude here with a brief discussion of some of
the important characteristics of Kent County:
Chestertown and the smaller black and white com-
munities, the economy of the area, and finally a
note on prejudice.
Black comunities
14 Kent County
Towns and Communities
A white neighborhood
in Chestertown. (right)
A black section on
the edge of town. (below )
Chestertown
Chestertown, located at the heart of Kent County,
is the county seat and the commercial and indus-
trial center. It was founded in 1696 and initi-
ally served as a major trading port with England.
The development of Baltimore, and the war with
England ended that prosperous period. It has
remained the hub of the county while maintaining
a low key and relaxed atmosphere. The many his-
toric homes, Washington College (enrollment of
700), and the old commercial center, all help
maintain an image of a stately old Southern town;
the center of wealth and culture of the area.
These factors help make Chestertown, along with
the rest of the county, an attractive place for
the retirement of wealthy individuals.
The older sections of Chestertown are a mixture
of large and medium sized, historic and new subur-
ban homes. These homes are spaced along streets in
a distorted grid; some close to each other, some
set on the street, and others set back behind
hedges and surrounded by well-manicured lawns.
Today the town is growing in several directions.
There are new housing developments and a shopping
center stretching out beyond the old city limits.
So far, I have only described the white sections
of town, the places visitors see while traveling
through. Unnoticed by these visitors are the
black slums along the northern and western edges
of the town. Living in those sections are some
of the poorest blacks in the county,. Whites
rarely enter these neighborhoods; their only
contact with blacks is usually at work or at the
local stores. Few whites know anything about the
homes or lifestyles of these blacks. Even the
one mixed town in the county is segregated.
15
White Communities
There are significant differences between where
whites live and where the blacks live in Kent
County. Whites live either in Chestertown or in
one of the other "major" towns like Rock Hall
(12,000 pop.), Bethertown, Galena (300), or Mil-
lington (350). These towns are smaller commer-
cial centers. The rest of the white population
lives in smaller communities, or on the many
farms which cover the county. These communities
are usually located at major junctions in the
county roads, along the railroad, the Bay, or
other prime locations. The houses are often old
and large and lined up along the road in soldier-
ly fashion, as if space were at a premium, or if
by being closer together they would feel more
like they were a block lifted out of Chestertown.
However, whether in Chestertown or these smaller
communities, good housing with both variety and
character is available for whites.
Black Backwood Communities
"We like to live back in places like this."
"Now colored people, most of them live in bunches.
They like to live close together, but not too
close like in Chestertown you know. Then if one
houses catches on fire they'll all burn down.
Now that's too close. They all mostly own their
homes too. They like to live back in places like
this." Fred, who is black, was describing the
black communities to me. These communities are
very rarelyona main road (here meaning a secon-
dary main road). Instead, they are off on the
next road. A turn here, and one there, and then
there are the houses. Thus, I have labelled
them Backwood Communities. The homes in these
communities are not as tightly packed as the homes
in the white communities and many of them are
set back from the road at the end of little dirt
lanes. These are in a true sense communities,
Kennedyville- a white community
Melitota- a black Backwoods community.
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(not towns) and they are the invisible places of
the county tucked away up in the woods, or behind
the farms and the white communities.
The black communities are often paired with white
ones -- they use the same post office and the
same school buses. But the two are always set
off from each other. There is Lynch and Bigwoods,
(b), Rock Hall and Edevilles (b), Bettertown and
Colemans(b), etc. White towns are where the rail-
road or main roads cross, they are listed on the
maps. The black communities, though sometimes
bigger than their white counterparts, are a few
miles away, off the road and off the map. They
have their own churches and until recently their
own schools. In the whole county there are over
40 black communities of 40-400 people.
Black Housing Conditions
"Blacks mostly got smaller homes, at least that's
what I go by, they don't have big mansion houses
like most white people. They live in cheap homes.
White people, they've got more expensive homes,
you can just tell by looking at them. Now some
blacks have got decent homes, the ones who live
there are carpenters. Also, you'll see that
there are a lot of homes around here not fit to
live in, they ought to be condemned before they
fall down on the people inside."
There are clear distinctions between the homes
of the blacks and whites. The whole of Kent
County suffers from a shortage of housing. There
is also a disproportionate share of older homes.
An outside observer quickly realizes however that
the worst conditions are for the blacks. They
live in the most run down and the smallest
homes, and they usually lack standard facili-
ities such as water and toilets. Figures are
usually misleading, but an interesting fact
about Kent County is that 20% of the homes are
deteriorated or dilapidated, 18.8% have no
running water, and 28% have no toilets. 2 These
percentages parallel the percentage figure for
the number of blacks in the county -- 25%. Al-
though some whites share in the total poverty,
this lack of standard facilities is standard
for blacks.
Not all blacks live in rundown homes though. In
travelling through the various communities one
will see homes falling down,or in need of re-
p-air, next to a new home or one that is well-
maintained. But to drive through one of these
communities and to see the nicest blacks' homes
is misleading. The best homes for blacks only
reflect the standards for middle class whites
found elsewhere in the country.
The housing problem is immense for the blacks.
First, there is not enough good housing for
those with the money to move into. For blacks
who cannot find adequate housing, the alterna-
tives are to temporarily move into the substan-
dard slurs in Chestertown or to break up the
family temorarily by renting rooms in different
houses or living with relatives. 3 Blacks are
not always in the position to build new homes
and the stock that has "trickled down" to them
is old, dilapidated, and inadequate by normal
living standards. Standards whites accept as
normal are years away for blacks. Since the
implementation of the various Federal programs
of the sixties, the living conditions have
not changed substantially for blacks and pre-
sently they expect help only from themselves
rather than the government.
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Economy and Jobs
The economy of Kent County is based on agricul-
ture today as much as it was in the 1700's when
the county was made up of large plantations. To-
day, however, the source of employment has shif-
ted from the farms themselves to various suppor-
ting industries because of changes in agricultur-
al technology -- mechanization, fertilizers, and
a shift from labor-intensive crops. These inno-
vations have drastically reduced the need for farm
laborers. Simultaneously there has been a growth
in the technology of processing and preserving
foods. This has led to the expansion of new in-
dustries in the area which are a major source of
employment, along with services, trade, and con-
struction.
Kent County has recently had to face the problems
of a stagnant economy, which is very susceptible to
disaster. This was exemplified a few years ago
when a food plant closed down, suddenly leaving
10% of the county's work force unemployed. Pre-
sently the area is unable to absorb such ups and
downs in the business world. The Eastern Shore's
partial isolation by the Chesapeake and Delaware
Bays from the rest of the East Coast's Megalopolis
has always been a major factor discouraging the
establishment of new companies. The local bene-
fits of low labor costs and town-offered incentives
have not yet been able to overcome this obstacle.
Blacks in the Job Market
One consequence of this economic situation is
that since there is a shortage of better paying
white collar jobs, blacks have usually ended up
with the lower paying blue collar jobs -- labor-
ing, working in the factories, on the farms, etc.
While these are not necessarily the worst jobs,
they are presently the least stable ones, as
was shown when one factory closed down. (It em-
ployed mostly blacks except for the managers.)
Construction jobs and farm work are both seasonal
and the jobs which are eliminated by machines are
usually those of blacks.
This situation has produced a high unemployment rate
among blacks, usually over 14%. Worse still, is that
over a quarter of the men are unemployed for over
half the year. This has three major effects in the
area. First, 47% of the women have gone to work.
They do this for several reasons: to supplement the
family's income, because the available jobs are
often for women (e.g., factories), or finally be-
cause if women can get a job it usually is steady
in comparison to the seasonal work open to men. The
second effect is that a lot of the black men drive
out of state to work '"on up the line" construction
jobs that pay well and are fairly steady. Travel-
ing an hour and a half twice each day is the last
alternative open to blacks before migrating to the
city. Mirgration itself is the third major effect
of thestagnanteconomyand has reduced the percentage
of blacks in the county from 30% in 1940 to 24.7% in
1967. The actual -black population itself has re-
mained somewhat constant at around 4,000 over these
same years. 4
Corresponding with the black employment picture
is their income level which is very low in com-
parison to whites. In 1968, 30% of all families
in the country had incomes under $3,000; 50% un-
der $5,0005 While there are poor white families
in the county, the majority of the poor are blacks,
because of their higher unemployment rates and
lower paying jobs (janitorial, domestic, agri-
cultural and construction).
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Prejudice
"It's worse than it is in the South."
"I take my life as it comes. There's lots of
jobs where they look at you and say they can't
hire you. They don't say why but you know
why. I've said it a million times, just like
when my husband comes home and says, 'Yeh, if
I was white I bet they would have...' We have
said that a many times in our mind and we have
even said it to each other. I think a lot of
colored people have said this.
"You know it makes you feel as if you are still
living in slavery times. Them days is gone but
some people just don't want to think that. They
look at you and their look as good as says, 'You
is back in slave times.' They send you back to
Africa. We didn't come from Africa. Some of
these people have a lot of hatred in their
hearts and minds, or they just don't think hu-
man. I don't know what makes em feel we got
black blood and not red blood like the rest of
them."
"This place is worse than the South."
In Kent County blacks are still colored; they
still call themselves colored, the whites call
them colored and treat them that way. One
social worker who knows the people and visits
their homes said, "The colored people just have
a different value system. If they're going to
start getting good jobs in offices they will
need to acquire some "social skills" and learn
how to be clean because they would then be work-
ing with people, not cows." If the whites do
not use the term "colored people," it's "those
damn niggers."
There is evidence of racial tension, and there
have been instances of racial violence in re-
cent years, but many locals -- both black and
white -- claim that there is neither racial con-
flict nor tension in the area. This is a society
where blacks raise the white's children, work for
the whites, or with them on jobs. The two races
casually come together during the day and then
part to live their separate lives on nights and
weekends. No apparent conflicts, but for blacks
the inequality. continues. The whites call them
dirty, lazy and dumb, and this kind of attitude
affects who gets the good jobs. Thus, in this
county where the two races "get along fine," the
prejudice is (because of its subtlety) of the
worst kind. The people generally appear to have
good feelings about each other, but subconsdiously
the blacks are considered to be second class,
"children" as my father used to say. It is this
subconsicous prejudice which produces the least
overt conflict, but is very successful at per-
petuating the many inequalities forced on blacks.
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Community and Family
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Introduction A Visit to the Backwoods Communities
The Backwoods communities in Kent County are a
unique example of the effects of an extended
family network on the environmental structure
of a community. Subdivision of the land and
passing it through generations, the isolation
and physical form of the communities, the com-
munity church, and the family networks, are
all important characteristics of these commun-
ities. All the black communities of Kent
County, except for the black sections in Ches-
tertown and the two black suburbs on the edge
of Chestertown, are Backwoods communities.
One day Fred and I were driving around to all
the Backwoods communities in the central part
of the County. I had figured that the trip
would not take long because I had not expected
there to be many communities. After driving
through Colemans -- or was it Bigwoods, they
all seemed the same - Fred told me to turn
down a back road which I had never noticed
before. It was a very narrow gravel road with
deep ruts and on the corner were several mail-
boxes tacked on posts. I followed his direc-
tions and, as we proceeded to drive across the
open country, I passed the time by asking him
questions about the last community we visited,
the history of the area, etc. Fred then
pointed to a group of old houses that stood to
one side of the road. He first described the
home of a woman of 103. Then he pointed to
her granddaughter's house, her daughter's
house, and a few others that stood nearby.
Fred told me that this was a community. How-
ever, with its six to ten houses, it seemed more
like a simple cluster of homes. Further down
the road, Fred instructed me to turn into a dirt
lane, but he warned me not to drive down it be-
cause "you wouldn't get out." He then explained
that down that lane there was another community
of several homes.
The Backwoods communities are made up of clus-
ters of old homes located away from the main
roads. Some of the communities are growing,
some are shrinking, and some have disappeared
entirely within the last twenty years.
These communities are 99% segregated. This,
along with their isolation, gave me a feeling
that they were off limits to whites. Whenever
I drove or walked through the communities, I
felt like I was being watched, and indeed, I
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usually was. These communities belong entirely
to the blacks -- they own the homes and the
land -- therefore they watched as I, or any
other whites, intruded into their territory.
Few white visitors come into these communities,
and those who do come -- mailmen, social wor-
kers, salesmen, etc. -- do not stay very long.
Whites are invited when there are large commun-
ity cookouts, and often a few will come. How-
ever, they stay only long enough to eat, leaving
before the dancing starts. From talking with
both whites and blacks, I learned that, even
though most whites knew that the Backwoods com-
munities existed, few had ever visited them be-
cause the communities were so far off the beaten
track. In addition, the whites never had any
reason to want to visit.
The Variety of the Communities
All of the black communities are not Backwoods
communities, however. The most obvious excep-
tions are the newer communities of Washington
Park and Quaker Neck Estates which have been
built within the past 20 years. Basically
these communities are tract home developments
and should be classified as black suburbs.
Another exception is the black district in
Chestertown. Because of its location along the
edge of a white community there have been cer-
tain restrictions placed upon its form and spa-
tial patterns, such as land ownership, the den-
sity of homes, and the grid. In Chestertown,
these restrictions have had a marked effect on
the overall social structure of the community
- namely, that the strong family network that
exists in the Backwoods communities never de-
veloped here.
These three communities are the exception rather
than the rule. The rest of the thirty or more
black communities that exist in the County are
Backwoods in nature. The Backwoods communities
are relatively consistent in their make-up.
They are isolated out in the countryside, be-
hind the farms or back in the woods, for example.
They are usually sited on backroads unlike
their white counterparts which spring up around
the major junctions of the County roads. They
are always structured around the families who
have lived in the communities for several gener-
ations. Finally, the land is often used like
farm land. Many blacks have gardens, and some
raise pigs and chickens. Often there is an
abundance of storage sheds.
There is also some variety among the Backwoods
communities themselves, however. The most im-
portant variable seems to be how "suburban" the
community has become. The trend for some com-
munities has been the gradual change from a de-
pendence on raising animals and tending gardens
to the replacing of those uses with cleaned up
yards, bushes, decoration, and other items com-
mon to suburbs. This has been a slow transition
though, with some of the communities still living
the old farm way while others have become mostly
suburban in their character. The fixed up or new
homes, the "nice yards" with no "ugly sheds," are
usually viewed by blacks as signs of a "good com-
munity" that is growing. On the other end of
the spectrum there are communities which seem,
as explained by one black, "like they're at a
standstill or going backwards. The community
hasn't gotten up in the years I've been around
here." Most of the Backwoods communities seemed
to fall somewhere in the middle of this transi-
tion stage between "farm" and "suburban," with
homes of each type often found next to each other.
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Chapter Structure Backwoods Communities
In this chapter I have concentrated on present-
ing the key characteristics of the Backwoods
communities. I have done this because it is
this community form that is the most common, the
oldest, and the most established in the blacks'
lifestyle. Bigwoods and Melitota were the two
major communities from which I drew my data.
Then I used their characteristics as the basis
of a framework to analyze Chestertown's black
district and Washington Park, a black suburb. I
wanted to use this comparison to determine which
characteristics of a community are important to
blacks, and how those characteristics either
helped blacks to cope with poverty and prejudice,
or werethe results of blacks having coped.
There are six categories into which the charac-
teristics of the communities can be placed in
order to simplify the analysis. Within the
chapter each of the communities are summarized
in a chart with regard to each of these charac-
teristics.
Environmental Qualities
1. The community's form: roads, ownership,
patterns, etc.
2. Limits to (or the type of) growth: lot
sizes, natural boundaries, etc.
3. House to house relationships: relation to
street, each other, yards, etc.
4. Use of land: farm or suburban, claiming, etc.
5. Community centers: the church, store, etc.
6. Social network and the attachment to the
community: family, church, etc.
History
The origin of most of these communities is vague.
No one seemed to know how they got started or
where their various nicknames came from. As one
person told me, "they've just always been here."
Especially frustrating was the lack of available
data on these communities at the County planning
office. The history of blacks and their commun-
ities is dying out with their older residents.
The history became somewhat clearer however as
I talked to more and more residents of the area.
It appears that most of the communities began to
form in the period between the Civil War and
1900. It was during this time that blacks who
used to live and work on plantations gradually
began to gather into their own communities. Some-
times a piece of land would be given them by one
of the farmers or occasionally they would manage
to save enough money to buy a parcel of land.
Most of the land blacks settled on was unfarm-
able and of little productive value. This made
it dispensible to its original owners, who were
willing to give it up either as a gift or at a
cheap price. This pattern of obtaining land
seems to be responsible for the character of
black communities throughout the County. They
are small and tucked away behind farms and in
the woods on land that never could have been
much good for agriculture. The scattering of
the communities was necessary because, up until
the past 20 years, most of the blacks were em-
ployed as farm workers. Since transportation
was not easily available, they needed to live
near the farms on which they were employed.
This was quite unlike the evolution of the
white towns which grew up around road and rail-
road crossings or near the major centers of
trade. The issues of land availability and
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black communities
"Unfarmable land"
hills, woods,
and streams
white communities
The main road
cost, lack of transportation, and segregation
did not affect the placement of the white com-
munities to the same degree that it affected
blacks' communities.
The change from living on the farms where they
worked to living in their own homes in a com-
munity was slow for many blacks. Many of the
people that I interviewed were raised on white
farms, although by now almost all of them have
moved into black communities. Fred has lived on
whites' property all of his adult life. When he
worked for our family, he stayed in a little
room in the chicken house. In 1953 when he mar-
ried, he moved into his present home on the can-
nery grounds, where he acts as the watchman in
return for free rent. Fred's case is an excep-
tion, however, as today most blacks have managed
to move into communities near "our own kind."
Community Form
Roads
Back Lanes: The character of rural black com-
munities has a lot to do with their physical
layout. One woman in Bigwoods was explaining
to me the difference between the white and
black communities. "We call this a small com-
munity. It's bigger than Lynch and it's bigger
than Kennedyville (both white), yet they're both
like small towns. A lot of it has to do with
there being so many little lanes here in Big-
woods."
Lynch, a small white town, and
Bigwoods, a black community.
These "little lanes" are one of the most impor-
tant variables distinguishing these communities
from "white towns." The lanes are dirt and run
at strange angles off the main roads, which are
usually only secondary roads in the County. The
lanes run up into the woods, winding around
other homes, until they finally dead-end at the
last house. Most homes within the communities
are built in relation to these lanes, although
they do not necessarily face them. It almost
appears as if each home was built at random and
then afterwards they brought the roads in.
The lanes are too bumpy and narrow to act as
high speed roads. Instead they serve as the
sidewalks or as the arteries of the communities.
It is probably on the lanes where the most
casual interaction within the communities takes
place, whether from passing cars, walking, or
playing. Whenever I walked down the lanes the
children or adults in the yards would ask me what
I was doing. Then we would continue chatting
about the weather or "I saw you out here last
weeki" On driving through, I got to know sev-
eral people who would look to see who I was as
I passed by. There would always be eye con-
tact, a wave, and maybe a word. If I passed
another car, we both would have to slow down to
keep from driving off the road and there would
always be some sort of exchange between us.
The Main Roads: Some homes are built on the
one main road which passes through the commun-
ity, but not in the regular patterns one finds
in white communities. The homes are further
apart and often set well back from the road.
In comparison to the siting of houses on the
little lanes, these homes are a bit more regu-
larly spaced and their builders appear to have
recognized the road because they turned the
"fronts" of the houses towards it.
Back lanes
A back lane in Bigwoods.
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Backwoods Communities
1. Houses face the main road
with random setbacks
md spacing.
2. The commnity is on one
side of the road.
3. The main road and the
farm!and act as one
of the coomunity's
edges.
White Communities
1. Houses spaced regularly with
consistent setbacks.
2. The community is on both
sides of the road.
MAIN ROAD RELATIONSHIPS
These major roads often act as distinct bound-
aries along one, and sometimes two, edges of
the communities. The reason for this is that
land on one side of the road was acquired by
blacks who would have then built homes, whereas
the land on the other side continued to be used
for faring. This pattern of landownership
exists in Melitota, Eigwoods, and many of the
other communities I visited, and in each of
them the majority of the community is off on
one side of the road. The feeling is that of a
community rather than that of a town -- where
buildings usually front both sides of the road.
Growth Patterns
Subdivision: The evolution of the Backwoods
community into a "bunch of little lanes" was
the result of the initial patterns of land ac-
quisition and utilization and the lot sizes, as
well as the traditional family habit of breaking
up and sharing land. It appears as if most of
the pieces of land owned by blacks were initially
much larger than they are today -- around
4 or 5 acres (obtaining lots of this size was
easier 100 years ago).* Larger lots were once
essential because families depended on the rais-
ing of animals and crops to feed themselves.
Therefore, because of the lot sizes, homes in
the communities were generally built further
apart. However, the residents still considered
themselves a community.
*Years ago land would have been easier to buy
in large quantities because of several rea-
sons: 1) relatively lower costs; 2) less
land was farmable in those days because of
the lack of necessary technology. Thus, there
was more land available for blacks to settle
on.
21
]" &
~ i f*
Over the years the communities grew in popula-
tion but not in size. Families subdivided their
land among children, cousins, or other relatives.
In this way sons or daughters who wanted to own
homes could find the necessary land within their
own communities. Subdivision occurred in several
ways -- children could inherit their parents'
home, or they could simply inherit a piece of
property upon which to build a new home. Or as
in the case of one young black man, who is now
ready to build his own home in Melitota blacks
could buy a small pice of land from the family
at a very cheap price.
This subdivision of family property over the
years created the form of Backwoods communities
found today. The lanes that wind back through
the land, bending and turning, do so in order to
get to the homes of cousins and grandmothers and
daughters that have been built over the years.
Initially plots were deep with respect to the
main road, and lanes would have been needed if
a house were to be built at the back edge of the
family plot. Lots were parcelled out by break-
ing up a piece of land into several equal lots,
or by giving the children a piece behind the
original house rather than in reference to the
road. Thus, as new homes were built in a family
subdivision, lanes extended further in order to
reach them, often winding around a house that
already existed to get to the one just built.
Thus, the Backwoods communities gradually
became denser over time as new homes and new
lanes were randomly placed within the bound-
aries of the original settlement. There are
no physical centers to these communities, how-
ever, and apparently no feelings that these
places could be called towns. Instead, they
are just people who "like to live in bunches."
This pattern of growth is unusual in that the
communities have expanded very little in area
"Growth" in Bigwoods- subdivision.
Lot subdivision patterns
since their beginnings. In fact, both Bigwoods
and Melitota are as large today as they were one
hundred years ago, there are just more houses
and more people. Subdivision became the method
of growth rather than expansion because land
was, and still is, expensive. Land beyond the
edges of these communities is usually valuable
farm land owned by whites. Because that land is
expensive, it makes obtaining land from the
family cheaper and easier. Thus, many of the
Backwoods communities are still surrounded by
farmland, a physical trait which helps rein-
force the boundaries of the community.
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A back lane in Bigwoods.
The variety of lot sizes in Melitota.
Lot Sizes: As a result of the blacks' policy
of subdividing land among the family, the Back-
woods communities consist of lots that range in
size from 1/4 to 4 acres. It is not uncommon
to find 1/2 acre plots next to those of 2 acres
and across the road or lane from an open field
or pasture. This wide range of lot sizes creates
a considerable sense of openness in the communi-
ties. These characteristics are in marked con-
trast to the closed-in feelings of the white com-
munities which usually consist of small, uniformly
sized lots lining both sides of the road.
Because the parcels of land are large and there
is a considerable variety of sizes among these
parcels within each community, any growth through
the subdivision of family property will enhance
rather than destroy the existing form and charac-
ter of the communities. This is because the
initial land parcels are large enough (Melitota's
average lot size is 1 acre, Bigwoods' is 1-1/2
acres) to be split up to allow for the building
of more homes. Additionally, any further sub-
division of land will only contribute to the
irregular character of these communities -- as it
has done in the past. It is only when the com-
munities become too dense that restrictions on
further growth begin to become apparent -- espe-
cially growth through subdivision. Melitota
provides a good example. Being only a quarter
of the area of Bigwoods, with half its popula-
tion, Melitota is now beginning to reach a satu-
ration point.* Any further increase in the num-
ber of homes will begin to diminish its aura of
openness.
*Melitota is different from other Backwoods
communities in that it is bounded by farm
land on four sides. Most of the other com-
munities back up against hills, woods, or some
other type of unfarmable land. These communi-
(cont. next page)
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Attitude Towards the Land
Territorial Claiming: The abundance of open
space is one of the characteristics that the
residents enjoy most about these communities
because, "It still feels like the country.
There's no one in each other's mouth. We have
breathin' space." The open space is important
in that it acts as a buffer zone between people
in a community that otherwise is socially very
close. However the land itself has both its
functional and symbolic uses. Most of the people
that I questioned on this issue expressed the de-
sire to have enough land around their homes so
that they could have gardens and room to move.
And besides, if the homes were too close, "it
would then be like living in Chestertown."
The people exhibited various levels of territor-
ial control on the space around their homes.
The side of the home facing the lane would always
be upgraded with landscaping and other means of
decoration. The area between the house and the
road is where the greatest amount of claiming and
decoration takes place. Further from the house
the frequency, or the intensity, of the decora-
tion falls off.
Spatial or territorial control did not seem that
important in these communities since there was
already an abundance of outdoor space, and be-
sides, everyone is either related or friends.
In fact, the various fences, bushes and decora-
tions seemed more like a form of "suburban de-
coration" that the blacks were using to im-
prove the appearance of their homes. Every lot
seemed to have a limit as to how far one could
intrude onto it, and these limits were im-
plied by hedges, outdoor furniture, the use of
the land, etc. My intuitive feeling however
was that if I were a resident of these communi-
ties I would be allowed to cross through peoples'
yards or play on their property - even if it
were surrounded by hedges.
ties were less restricted in their growth be-
cause they could initially obtain more land.
Thus, over the years, these communities ex-
panded into the adjacent hills and woods
through the extention of the dirt lanes and
subdivision. Melitota's potential for growth
was limited from the beginning and today it is
feeling that limitation more than ever as the
community becomes denser with further subdivi-
sion of the parcels and the building of new
homes.
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A "country yard"
Land Use "Farm vs. Suburban"
One of the most noticeable differences among
Backwoods communities involves the use of their
land. In some communities, the land is used for
farm-oriented activities -- raising animals,
growing food, etc. In others, the land use is
more "suburban" - such as a house surrounded by
bushes, trees, and a picnic table. Most of the
Backwoods communities in Kent County have a mix-
ture of both of these characteristics. However,
Bigwoods tends to be more suburban, while Meli-
tota is still basically farm-oriented. The
reason that each community has homes and yards
typical of both categories is that blacks are
still in transition between the two stages. Old
timers are hanging on to the old farm ways,
while younger people often do not have the time or
the desire to "tend to the animals or gardens."
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The basic difference between farm and suburban
land usage can be seen in the way backyards
are utilized. One woman, who lives in an older
home in Bigwoods, was very proud of her yard and
home which is now more suburban than it used to
be. "When Mama lived here, there were two old
buildings, this yard is plain now. We had a big
chicken house and a pig pen. It kept us living.
I had to bring water from the spring, take care
of the pigs, and feed the chickens. Mama did a
lot of canning. How I would love to have those
things now but who's going to take care of them?
Now, we have more of a country yard. It's very
pretty in the summer, though it's a little
messed up now with the firewood. In the sumer
we stack the wood in one pile over by the dog
house. We still put up the rabbit house every
summer, too. I've also got one mound of flowers
two rose bushes, and an old tree -- I love flow-
ers. We have a garden too, with string beans,
tomatoes, onions, and a little bit of this and
that."
This woman's house and yard had gone through a
change over the past years. Her family had torn
down a lot of sheds and fences that once were
necessary "to keep living." Today, she still
has a vegetable garden, but she is more con-
cerned with cleaning up the yard and decorating
it with bushes and flowers. These are the
basic differences in land usage that distinguish
farm from suburban-oriented yards. It is also
important to realize that the change from farm
to suburban does not come only with the build-
ing of new homes, but can also occur by "clean-
up" around the older homes.
Farm Characteristics: Melitota is a typical
"farm-oriented" community. It is a mixture of
old and new homes, but what stands out are the
large number of sheds behind the houses. There
are sheds for pigs, sheds for chickens, sheds
for tools, sheds for anything you can imagine.
They are also all small, and some families .
would have ten of them, more or less. Some of
the sheds are new and made of aluminum, some
are old and wooden, and some have fallen down.
There are also latrines (outhouses), old farm-
ing equipment, old cars, lots of animals, lots
of trees, and wire strung between wood posts
to act as a fence to hold it all in. The ini-
tial impression is that these are junk yards.
In fact, the residents are supplementing their
incomes through the intensive use of their
land.
The fronts of these houses take on another land
use -- much more decorative or suburban. The
yards are of grass with bushes and potted
plants. Picnic tables, front porches, and
driveway markers are also commonly used to give
the fronts of the homes a sense of dignity in
comparison with their backyards, which are usually
filled with sheds, etc. The house acts as the
line between the two yards and seems to be sub-
consciously accepted as an edge beyond which
the public is not supposed to see. This was
brought out several times in my interviews, as
informants would allow me to photograph the
fronts of their homes, while asking me to take
"no pictures around back," or "don't take a pic-
ture of the sheds."
Is in Melitota (above)
.cal plan of a
"farm-oriented" yard (left)
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Sheds attached to a house
Suburban Characteristics: The "suburban" type
home also has a front and a back yard but they
are much more consistent. Yards are often well
tended with trimmed hedges, wooden fences, trees,
planters, and various other decorations. This
character carries around to the back of the
house where the only differences from the front
are an occasional storage shed, a clothes line,
picnic tables, and other essential items, such
as propane gas tanks, trash cans, etc. The
difference between these and the "farm" commun-
ities is the intensity with which the yard is
cared for. While both types may have fences,
in suburban yards they have a tendency to be of
wood rather than wire. Where there are bushes
in "farm" yards, there are hedges in the "sub-
urban" yards. The image of a suburban house is
what many of the residents are consciously
striving for. They fix up a yard "in order to
set the house off," or to make it special.*
For them the use of the land has become pri-
marily a decorative symbol which has lost that
functional quality prevalent in the farm com-
munities. Bigwoods is a good example of -a
"suburban-oriented" community that once was
farm-oriented.
*For more details on the specific decorations
used, see the section in Chapter 4 on decora-
tions, page .
"Suburban" decoration
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The Extended Family
"You got to be careful what you say in those
communities because everyone is related. You're
always talking to someone's cousin." One
woman's family is all over Bigwoods. "I have
a sister out on the other end, and my brother
lives right over there. Grandpop owns this
house, my baby sister lives at the bottom of the
hill, my grandmother is up on the little lane,
and this lady next door, she's my grandfather's
first cousin." Bigwoods is made up of the
Boyer's and the Bright's; in Melitota, there
are the Townsends' and the Pinkette's."
These communities all have a very strong family
structure and most of their residents are interre-
lated either by blood or by marriage. The kin-
ship structure is very closely linked with the
community form. Initially, there were only a
few families in each community. Then their chil-
dren would build homes in the community (usually
on the parents' land), and eventually their
children's children did the same. As a result,
after 100 years, everyone "has some sort of
connection" with everyone else within their own
communities.
Family Land: Heired Property and Tenure
Land ownership patterns are very complex because
of the rural blacks' tradition of subdividing
plots among their families. The American way of
selling property,which involves clear deeds, is
not always the rule of thumb here. Instead,
permission may be given to a relative to build
on a piece of land or, when the owner dies, he
will will equal interests to all of his children.
Neither of these transactions involve undisput-
able ownership of the land by any one relative.
Land which is passed down in this manner is
called "heired property" by blacks, meaning that
it belongs to the family.
Many of the blacks have lived in these communi-
ties all their lives - sometimes in the same
house, on the same piece of property, or in a
house of a relative. This extended tenure has
created an attachment to the land and homes
which transcends the legal pattern of individual
ownership. In fact, blacks often live in a home
that they have built or fixed up on a piece of
"heired property," property that could legally
belong to ten other family members.* However,
because the land is in the family, the members
share it. Some may build a new home near the
original one that belonged to the parents or
grandparents, some may move into the original
home and fix it up, and still others may choose
to move into or build someplace else within the
community on another "family piece" of land.
Family cooperation is important for it seems
that the children who eventually end up staying
on their parents' land are usually the ones who
stayed home and helped take care of the house
and the parents when they got older. One
woman that I interviewed is in this position.
She will inherit her grandfather's home because
she has "stayed there with him."
There are problems with "heired property," how-
ever. One couple wanted to build in Melitota
where the wife's parents lived, "but the land
welooked at, it was 'land of our own color,'
*Thus, in today's society, one member of the
family could force a sale to get his share
of the property, thereby forcing other mem-
bers of his family who live on the land to
give it up.
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but it was so tied up. It was heired property
and the owners couldn't get it straight. I got
tired of waiting, so that is why we bought this
piece out here." This couple's problem lay in
trying to buy a piece of heired property, which
entailed getting an approval for sale by the
entire family. Another inconvenience of heired
property exists for those who live in the family
house. They fear investing in a home that could
be sold out from underneath them. Two sisters
with whom I talked are in this situation. They
both said that they will wait to fix up their
homes until after they can "buy the home from
the family." Then they will be able "to do what
we want 'cause things (papers) will be straight-
ened out."
The alternatives to "getting the papers straight"
are either to fix up a family home and risk
losing the investment or to let the home "go
on down." Fred told me that heired property was
the cause of many abandoned and dilapidated
homes in the County. The children were reluc-
tant to move into their parents' home because
of the uncertainty of the titles. Eventually,
many of these buildings "just fall right on to
pieces." Ironically, the children will often
build a new home on the same piece of land,
rather than fix up the old home that belongs to
the family.
Helping and Friendship Networks
The extended family is as deeply intertwined
with the social structure of the Backwoods com-
munity as it is with the physical structure.
Most of the daily interaction in the communities
is between family members, whether it be to help
one another out, or as friends. An extensive
"helping network" involves such things as grand-
mothers' babysitting for their grandchildren so
the mothers can work, families' storing items
for each other, caring for others who are sick,
loaning money in times of need, helping a brother
build, lending a hand in the yearly hog butcher-
. The yearly hog
butchering
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ing, taking care of the elderly, housing rela-
tives who are temporarily in need, etc. What
the network provides is the means to smooth out
the ups and downs of life.
In the Backwoods communities, there also exists
a strong friendship network among the families.
"I don't have no close friends, except for one
on this lane (the wife of her husband's brother).
But we five sisters are sisters and friends. I
also go next door to my aunts and we talk a lot.
But my mother's home is my favorite. Mother is
like a sister. If I'm not working and she's not
working, I'd probably be up there." The
daughter/mother and sister/sister friendship
bonds appear to be particularly strong among
rural blacks, especially when they live in the
same community. Bonds between cousins, brothers
and other relatives are also important if they
live close together. They too take part in the
daily friendship patterns of visiting and talk-
ing, as well as participating in the "helping
network."
While the values of the family have become di-
luted in America over the years, in these com-
munities they have remained very strong. One of
the easiest ways to dissolve a family network is
through distance because distance eliminates the
day-to-day or weekly exchanges of support and
friendship which underlie strong family networks.
However, in these cases, because the family is
so firmly entrenched in the communities, the few
members who choose to leave do not affect the
stability of the remaining family structure or
the helping network. Thus, while a few family
members move to the city or out of the community,
they are leaving the helping network. The deci-
sion to leave is usually a hard one, however,
because without the benefits of the family and
social networks that exist in these Backwoods
communities, the city is indeed a foreboding
place for many rural blacks.
Immediate members of an extended family in Bigwoods.
One important aspect of the family/community
structure that exists in the Backwoods communi-
ties is that its framework provides individual
blacks with support -- both physically and emo-
tionally -- that enables them to deal with the
constraints imposed on them by white society.
It is easier for blacks to own land, and to
build and to take certain jobs, etc., because
of the extended family and the friendship and
helping networks. (For a detailed discussion
of this point, see Chapter 5, especially the
section on Coping Strategies.)
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Community Centers
The Backwoods communities are centered around
various social groups and institutions, in addi-
tion to the family. The church, community
dances, clubs, and corner stores are just a few
examples. These community centers are important
in that they provide the means for the residents
of a community to come together regularly in a
manner that supplements the strong bonds created
by the family. A few of these centers have dis-
appeared or dwindled in importance over the
years -- for example, the black school and the
corner store. Following are descriptions of
the church, the black school, and the corner
store and the ways in which they unite a commun-
ity, or used to.
Small Community Churches
The church plays an important role for most
blacks, young and old, in Kent County. Today
the churches are well attended by all; there
are still black choruses, singing, and preach-
ing. In my interviews, I was constantly asked
if I read the Bible, or went to church. When I
called one woman to see if I could talk to her
and her husband, she responded by suggesting
that I meet the Reverend of the church and then
go to the service the following Sunday to intro-
duce myself publicly to the congregation. "That's
the best way to meet people around here."*
*I have been told several times since, that in-
troducing yourself to the church congregation
is actually the best way to meet blacks in a
community. I myself failed to take advantage
of the opportunity (I was scared) and have since
come to regret that decision.
Most of the communities had their own churches.
The churches were small and always Methodist.
Having a church did not always mean weekly ser-
vices, however. "Right here in Melitota, we
don't have service every Sunday because the
church is joined with three others. The four
of us share a pastor. Now our church, because
we are small, is joined with Fairlee to form
one charge in order to share the cost of the
pastor. Our pastor also has Rock Hall and
Georgetown. Those are two larger churches,
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and he goes to them separate." Bigwoods, which
is larger, has a full charge. However, it still
only has a service in its community once every
three weeks.
Though services are held only once a- month, it
is still important to the people in each commun-
ity that they have a church. When I asked one
younger woman if Bigwoods was a nice community,
she responded by saying, "it's great, the people
get along 'cause we have the church. And you
can see how we fixed the church." The church is
the only institution or building that belongs to
the entire community, and people take great
pride in it. Thus, most communities make the
effort to have their own church.
The church is the center of most of the community
based activities, and it also provides the space
and means for people to get together. Weekly
Bible classes for the children, singing groups,
social clubs, and other groups often use the fa-
cilities. The black schools of the pre-integra-
tion days were often based in the church - the
preacher also serving as a teacher -- and it is
also through the church that community picnics
and fundraisers were, and still are, organized.
Most of these events are held to help raise money
for the church. However, they also serve as the
social events of the year, with ball games and
dancing. I was surprised to find that in Big-
woods, there were no other organizations except
those that were coordinated through the church.
The churches are usually built in strategic
places in each community -- on major roads,
near intersections, etc. -- so that they are
highly visible to the public. Thus, in the
Backwoods communities, where homes are built in
random clusters on the dirt lanes, the placement
of the churches near the major road serves, to
a certain degree, as a symbolic "front" or
center that the community presents to the public.
Community Church
1. Highly visable to the public.
2. Located on the main road
of the comunity
3. The comunity's graveyard
is usually part of the
grounds.
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Church grounds are rather simple, usually inclu-
ding a simple gravel parking lot and the commun-
ity's graveyard. Sometimes included in a church
complex is a smaller building which would have
once acted as a schoolhouse and a meeting place.
Some of these buildings continue to stand today
and are still used for community purposes --
meetings, chorus practice, etc.
The churches themselves are rather- small and
plain. They are not different from other small
country churches -- they have steeples and a
single room for services. Many of the blacks'
churches are built of either wood or brick. The
actual condition of these churches varies from
community to community and seems to be dependent
on both the number of people in the congregation
and the overall ability of the people as a com-
munity to put money into the church.
The issue to remember here about the black
churches is not so much the role they play in
the religious lives of the people (which is im-
portant), but that they are Community Churches,
and that they are the only physical and symbolic
centers of the Backwoods communities. It is not
important whether the churches are Baptist or
Methodist, or if service is held weekly or once
a month. What is important is that each commun-
ity has its own church to act as a social center
and as a source of community pride.
Two corner stores:
one abandoned (above)
one still in service
(right)
Corner Stores and Schools: Dwindling Community
Centers
The corner store is another important social
and physical center of Backwoods communities.
The store owner knows everyone, he relays mes-
sages, and the store provides a place where
residents can buy their groceries or hang
around looking for people to talk to. Today,
however, the corner stores are dying out be-
cause they no longer can compete with the
lower prices of the shopping centers in Ches-
tertown. Some survive because they are on
main roads and can sell gas. But for the cou-
munities furthest from the main road corner
stores have long since disappeared.
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Elementary schools were also once centered in
each of the communities. Sometimes classes
would be held in the church, but usually a sepa-
rate little school house would be built nearby
to hold classes as well as other community
meetings.*
Bigwoods, which built a new church years ago to
replace a little old house that once served as
both the church and the school, has recently
built the "annex." They use the annex for Bible
school and community meetings, but it is the
modern equivalent of the old schoolhouse.
Attachment to the Community
The blacks of the Backwoods communities have an
exceptionally strong attachment to their commun-
ities. This attachment is a consequence of the
considerable overlap and connections between the
extended family and the physical and social
structures of the community. Thus, the blacks
often identify with the communities as their
"family's community." In fact when I was dis-
cussing Bigwoods with one woman she did not re-
fer to it as her home, but rather as the home
of the "Boyer's and the Bright's." And even
though Hawkins has been her last name from
birth, she still thinks of herself as a Boyer.
*These schools were small, though, and they only
went up to a certain grade. The high school was
in Chestertown which created transportation
problems for many black students. Today the
average level of education for older blacks is
approximately 6th grade.
The old schoolhouse of Bigwoods is at the
right. On the left is the Church's "Annix."
Continuity
As a result of the strong family ties to the
land, which have developed over several gener-
ations, a strong degree of continuity exists in
the Backwoods communities. The land is not
just land, but the roots of the family. When-
ever a member of the family is ready to build
their own home, they first look to see if they
can build on the family's land. Some indivi-
duals even built their new homes on "the same
spot as the family home" (which may have been
torn down because of its dilapidated condition).
Of the six blacks that I interviewed from Big-
woods and Melitota, all except one lived or
built on family land. "All the younger fami-
lies, their parents were here. A lot of them
grew up and left, but then they came back. It's
the same people. Now a lot of the old people
have died and the younger people have come back
and fixed up the homes." The one exception
was the couple that I mentioned earlier that
wanted to build in their family's community.
However, because of the legal problems of
"heired property," they built elsewhere.
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Attachment
The strong community roots help explain the
special quality of these communities. The
physical layout, the extended families, the
helping and friendship networks, the church,
and land tenure have evolved together and are
now deeply entrenched in the blacks' way of
life, In fact, the blacks have developed such
a deep attachment to their communities that,
despite the poverty, the condition of homes,
and .the shortage of jobs, many find it hard to
break away from their native communities to
look for better conditions elsewhere.
This attachment to the community is augmented
by several other factors which encourage blacks
to stay in one area. These include the follow-
ing: the blacks tend to live in several homes
w1thin a single community during their lifetimes,
the cormunity is generally the ancestral home of
their parents and grandparents, their only hous-
ing history is in that place, they associate the
community with events and people as well as place,
and due to the presence of their family network
it is the easiest place for them to establish
their own homes. Finally, manyblacks also have
a tremendous amount of pride in their community,
their church, and the various community groups.
That is an important point when one thinks of
the image these blacks have of crime and the
bad living conditions in the city.
The attachment issue was one I tried to bring out
when questioning the families of men who worked
"up the line" in Delaware or elsewhere. I was cur-
ious as to why these men chose not to move closer
to their jobs, jobs which sometimes involve as
much as two hours driving each way. The answers
varied from, "my wife works here," "I already
bought this home," "the wife wouldn't go," "the
city is no place to live," "I don't know, we just
haven't," "the job up there moves around alot,"
to finally, "it's a nice community here." The
ties to the communities are very strong and thus
encourage the blacks to stay. However, just as
important is the fact that there are few incen-
tives besides better pay to encourage them to
move. Moving would mean leaving behind the
very positive benefits of their communities,
few of which exist in the city. So, to hold on
to those benefits, the men make the sacrifice
of driving long distances to work. None of the
people with whom I talked mentioned fear as
their reason for not mving away. Yet it seemed
present in their comments during other parts of
our discussions. "(Could you do your work (my
research) in the city? People are so cruel, you
know. I'm afraid to be in the city." "The city
Is dangerous, you're always getting hit on the
head." The rural blacks fear the physical dan-
gers of the city, but they also seem to fear
entering the social structure of the city where
the many benefits that they are used to counting
on in their rural communities do not exist.
Even the blacks in the cities are strangers and
feared -- the rural blacks would be completely
isolated. Thus, a strong sense of identity and
security is one of the major assets of those
blacks who have not left their native communi-
ties in rural Kent County.
Summary
The beauty of these Backwoods communities lies
in their unique environmental structure, a
structure which is strongly linked to the extend-
ed family. The little dirt lanes, the growth
through the subdivision of family property, and
the continuity of families within the communities
are a few examples of the influence of family on
Backwoods communities. Additionally, the physical
form of these communities has several character-
istics that distinguish them from white communi-
ties in Kent County.
The Backwoods communities have an isolated and
random flavor to them. In fact they do not feel
like towns at all. Instead, they appear to be
"just clusters of people who like to live togeth-
er." These physical characteristics are partially
influenced by land cost and availability, the
initial segregation of the blacks' communities,
the fact that the land that blacks usually settled
on was "unfarmable," the large lot sizes, the
random spacing of the homes, the many open fields
for farming that surround much of the communities,
and the typical location of the communities off
on one side of a major road.
However, the social structure of these communi-
ties is just as unique as the physical struc-
ture. The extended family has not only influ-
enced the physical structure of the communities,
but the helping and friendschip networks of
these communities are also intertwined with the
family structure.
Because of the many social and physical ties
between the extended family and the structure
of the community, these Backwoods communities
have become family communities in the eyes of
their residents. As a result, the blacks have
developed a strong sense of attachment and
pride in the communities.
The church also plays a major role in giving
the people something to share as a community --
besides family roots. The church itself acts
as a physical center for the community.
Socially, it pulls the people together during
the services and various other activities
In summary, the Backwoods communities have a
number of social and physical characteristics
which seem to have contributed to the develop-
ment of a unique community form. These commun-
ities are true communities -- a rarity in
America today. Their environmental structure
gives the poor blacks a sense of identity and
security, while also providing them with scarce
resources (helping network, land, etc.) The
communities are definitely an important tool in
helping poor blacks cope with the ups and downs
of poverty and prejudice (see Chapter 5).
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The Black Communities
Bigwoods
Bigwoods is located about a half mile down Big-
woods Road, a small paved road that intersects
Route 213 -- the major county road -- about 6
miles north of Chestertown. (The nearest white
town is Lynch which is 1 mile to the west at the
junction of a major county road and the railroad.)
Bigwoods is deceptively small because even though
Bigwoods Road is the major road of the community,
most homes were built on the many dirt lanes that
run off of it. In fact, with over 100 families,
Bigwoods is one of the largest Backwoods Commun-
ities in the county.
Bigwoods has many of the characteritstics typi-
cal of Backwoods communities: the extended fam-
ily, the little dirt lanes, the large lots (aver-
age 1-1/2 acres), an abundance of open space, a
community church, houses built at random, etc.
The most distinguishing characteristics of Big-
woods however are that a large percentage of
the homes have been "suburbanized" (sheds being
replaced by yard decorations, etc.) and that
there are a large number of new homes being built
and old homes being fixed up. In fact, in com-
parison to other Backwoods communities, many
blacks have stated that Bigwoods is "a real nice
place to live." Additionally, Bigwoods' resi-
dents have a great amount of pride in their com-
munity, their homes, their church, and their
various community groups and clubs.
Bigwoods borders on several heavily forested ra-
vines and hills which are cut through by several
small creeks. This "unfarmable" land has become
the back edge of the community as homes have been
built as far back into it as possible. Because
of the irregular nature of the ravines, Bigwoods
has been built up on its two ends but not in the
middle of the community where the land is good
for farming and is used for that purpose. The
western end of the community is built up around
Bigwoods Road with dirt lanes reaching back from
it into the wooded hills. At the other end of
Bigwoods another smaller paved road (also called
Bigwoods Road) runs off of Bigwoods Road down into
and through the major ravine. Off of this smaller
road extend several more dirt lanes on which
houses are built. True to the nature of Backwoods
communities, both ends of Bigwoods are composed
of homes and dirt lands clustered among the woods
across the road from white owned farm land. Both
ends of Bigwoods are over 100 years old. Here
are some of the residents' descriptions of Big-
woods:
I don' t know why they
call it Bigwoods and
neither does Grandpa.
But it has been here
for years, since be-
fore Grandpa's day.
Almost slave times.
His parents lived here
and they'd be in they
hundreds. There was
only a house here and
there, but it was a
right fair community.
Over a hundred years
old. I would think
this is one of the
older black communities.
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Bigwoods is a small
community. It's big-
ger than Kennedyville
and it's bigger than
Lynch.
Yet Lynch is like a
small town and Kennedy-
ville is too. There
could be a little over
a hundred families
here. You know, in a
lot of small communi-
ties one family might
say we don't want this
one here, this one do
that, or you've all
done this, yabby yabby
yabby, or this man and
woman fightin with this
this one... Everybody
here just takes care of
of their own thing,
because there's no one
right in each other's
mouth. We have breathin
space. Take Washington
Park, there's a house
here and a house there,
but we sort of have a
little breathin space.
There's a few new fami-
lies. One of the fami-
lies is new, but the boy
was raised here. All
the younger families,
their parents were here.
Alot of them grew up and
left, but then they came
back. It's the
people here. They all
have some sort of con-
nection.
There are some new homes
out here. Where there's
new, it was an old
house. They're just
tearing the old ones
down. Like the older
people have died out,
and maybe some of them
went to the city to be
with their kids or some-
thing. But where those
two new brick homes are,
there used to be an old
house. Wheres there a
new house, 2 to 1 chance
there was once an old
house.
Most people own their
own home, or are buying
it. It's a few renting.
The average family own
their home. I bet if
I was to go over Big-
woods I wouldn't know
3-5 families that rent.
My sister lives at the
family home, that's not
renting.
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It's a great community.
The people get along,
cause we have church
and you can see how
we fix the church.
Across the corner from.
the church is the red
house, that was the
school house and a
church. Grandpa went
to it. On the other
corner is the Annex,
that's for Bible study
on Thursday. This
church is ours. In
the Annex we have com-
munity meetings and a
singing group. The
Blue Ribbon Chorus has
been singing for 37
years. There's also
the youth group, then
the little kids Sun-
shine group. The
Seekers is for my age.
And the young men have
a group too.
For friends...,we are
all out here friends
...we all communicate.
We have dinner to raise
funds for the community.
We have a ball club,
and the church has a
big picnic on the ball-
field to raise money.
two or three times in
the summer. Every year
we need funds, the
church is in debt, we
put in heating. To get
the work around we put
up signs. Word goes.
Especially through the
girls who work at Camp-
bell Soup. And we have
big crowds. We have
white and colored.
People come from all
over. I tell the white
woman who works with
me, and a lot of her
friends come. They
don't stay, they come
out and get their
fish and go. We also
communicate with
other churches. We
had a bus come from
Delaware and one from
Pennsylvania. A big
doin. You eat the
whole time. No dan-
cing cause the preach-
er is there. We have
that later. But we
have a ballgame.
There are 4-5 teams
that play. The win-
ners get a hundred
dollars for their
club. They charge a
dollar to come in. A
lot come to see the
ball game. Beer and
wine, but no liquor.
Booths are put up and
you can get fish and
whatever you want to
go with it. Potato
salad, fried potatoes,
baked beans, and bis-
cuits. One year we had
had a pig.
The community is really
fine out here. They
really communicate
with each other.
Two white families live
out here. They feel
fine. They mingle.
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Melitota
Eliota is one of the poorer Backwoods communi-
ties. It is located about seven miles north-
west of Chestertown at the junction of Still-
pond Road -- a secondary county road -- and
Hardy Point Road -- a smaller paved road. The
community consists of only one interior lane
-- L Road -- which connects up with both of
the-larger county roads. Surrounding the commun-
ity on all four sides is farmland, a factor
which has restricted the size of Melitota over
the years (see page 28 ). Thus both the major
roads and the surrounding farmland have acted
as barriers to further growth in this community.
The land that Melitota is built on seems to be
quite wet and susceptible to the accumulation
of water. To deal with this a few drainage
ditches cut through the area to take away the
water.
Melitota is a very old black community. It is
reported to be around 100 years old. Yet, it has
not gone through the sort of transition that Big-
woods has. The land is still dotted by an abun-
dance of sheds, animals, gardens, etc that are
frequently used to supplement black families'
incomes. It also has not grown as much as other
Backyoods communities, a larger percentage of the
homes need repair, and new homes that are built
are of a cheaper quality than many other newer
black homes in the county. The absence of "little
dirt lanes" also distinguishes Melitota from other
Backwoods communities in Kent County.
On L-Road is the community's small wooden church.
Out on the junction of the main roads is a corner
store and gas station.
lelitota does not have as strong a "sense of com-
munity" as does Bigwoods. This could be caused
by the poorer conditions in Melitota, its smaller
size, etc. But Melitota still has the internal
bonds of family. In fact, the community seems
to be structured around two major families --
with land subdividion, etc. -- accounting for
many of the characteristics of the community
today. A major diffference however is that Meli-
tota lacks community groups and organizations
such as those which seem so important to the
social life of Bigwoods, e.g. the bible classes.
Because land was limited the density of hones in
Melitota is higher than in other Backwoods com-
munities. Both sides of L-road and the communi-
ty's side of the two major roads are gradually
being filled up with homes. The interior part
of the community (where all the sheds are) how-
ever is still unbuilt and heavily forested.
The homes on the other side of L-road back up
against fields.
Melitota today is not really growing. and has not
changed much over the years -- appears to have
stabilized in size. This has caused some fam-
ilies to look elsewhere for land. Some fami-
lies have gone to the city. Others have stayed
in the community where they have replaced older
dilapidated homes with new ones.
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Melitota hasn't grown
much since I've known
it. I'll tell you
the truth, it's grown
children-wise, but far
as building up, it's
not buildin up,
they're at a stand-
still or goin back-
wards.
Oh, the-re used to be
three times as many
houses in this place
as there are now. But
the people died and
the houses went down.
People have just come
and built these little
bungalows out here in
these late years.
Years ago when I was
growing up there used
to be houses all
around and out on that
road and down that road,
and all down that lane.
When I was growin up.
See that junk piled up
over there? That's an
old house. Some of
dem houses ain't worth
to live in.
Bigwoods is a little
further ahead.
The thing about it is
that it's a family
affair. And they're
one and it seems that
they're staying there,
they're not expanding
at all. Some might
want to get away from
the family, but they
are still around there.
They're not goin out
to advance themselves
further. They say,
they're slow moving
around there, they
really are.
It's less run down now,
it used to be more.
They done build it up
a little, they haven't
progressed too much.
It's the same people
that's living there,
but their children
seem to be gettin
further, and some of
them are staying right
there.
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Melitota
There's a lot of big
pieces of property, and
and a lot of sheds way
back in the woods.
Those sheds are for
raising animals like
pigs and stuff, we do
a lot of that around
there, more than most
places. We raise
ducks, chickens, little
calves, and those lit-
tle guineas. We raise
everything. That's
all my father ever
did.
There are oceans of
kids around here. Ebst
of the kids are up at
that end. That's
where the families
are. Not many older
families. Now my
niece has 4-5 sisters
and they live up there,
and she got nieces and
they live up there. The
The girl who lives
next door, she's had
3 sisters and 2 of them
lived up there, only
one now and the other
built a house down at
the landing. The fam-
ily across where the
house has been torn
down, she belongs to
this family. Now
there's another Bun-
galow up there, she
doesn't have any peo-
ple. That's all. I
guess I'm the only
loner in here. The
kids get in the plum
tree.
People don't come to-
gether any more. They
don't even go to church.
These people around
here, it's a whole
bunch that lives up
there, they don't
go to church. They
stay home, I don't
know what they do but
they don't go to church.
Years ago people used
to go to church, but
this is all a young
bunch. All the.old ones
is dead and gone. The
old bunch went to
church, and the new
doesn't, except when
one of them dies and
they want to be
stretched out in front.
Everybody used to be
neighborly, course
they're friendly now,
they'll do anything
for you. But I mean
you used to be able
to go from one house
to the other and carry
food and cook and sit
down and eat and dey
would cone to your
house. But see these
young ones now they go
their own way, and the
few old ones now they
go 'that way."
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Uptown
In Chestertown, living within blocks of each
other are blacks in some of the worst housing
in the county, and whites in some of the best.
The important issue with regard to this white-
black proximity is not the comparison of their
respective homes, but rather the fact that blacks
-- who often were raised in Backwoods communities
-- have had to fit themselves into the environ-
mental framework of this "white" town.
Blacks have lived for as long as anyone remem-
bers along the edges of Chestertown, one block on
either side of High Street, the original commer-
cial center of the town. There are three sec-
tions to the black community! on the river is
Scotts Point, adjacent to the railroad tracks is
Cannon Street, and finally, at the northern end
of town is "Uptown," which was the focus of my
work. Each of these black sections is a mix-
ture of rental units and black-owned homes.
Most of the black housing in Chestertown is in
very poor condition.
Physical Description
Uptown is at the northern end of the old section
of Chestertown. It is centered around Calvert
Street which is one block over from High Street.
On the other side of Uptown from High Street is
Washington College. Within the community the-re
are three distinct neighborhoods. At both ends
of Calvert Street the homes are mostly owned by
the blacks. Many of these homes are in fairly
good condition. Between the two ends of Calvert
Street is the "ghetto." The homes within the
ghetto are primarily rental units owned by white
landlords. These homes are usually dilapidated
two-story wooden townhouses (see chapter 4,
page 72 ). that are still considered by many whites
Chestertown
Two owner occupied homes in Uptown.
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The black-owned homes on both ends of Calvert
Street are very similar to those in the Backwoods
communities. However, lot sizes are quite small
and uniform, unlike lot sizes in the typical Back-
woods communities. Most of the homes are built
_ W U4____- close to the street with front porches and large
backyards -- a continuation of the patterns of
the black townhouses and most other homes of
Ii 4 Chestertown. The large backyards have becomeC L na U] places for outhouses, sheds, storage, picnic
0 OP tables, play, etc. The homes are also relatively
close to each other in comparison to the Back-
woods communities, therefore prompting the reply
jamO by many "country" blacks, "they live too close
together in Chestertown!"
IZ @
Up town
and blacks to be the worst housing in the county.
They are packed closely together and they sit
right on the street. The backyards are deep and
narrow. All of these townhouses are in desperate
need of repair and almost all Qf them lack water
or sewage facilities. Rent is very low on theseTonusso
townhouses, averaging about $24 a month. *calvert street
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Within Uptown there is one black church, an in-
tegrated elementary school (it is surrounded by
the rental units) and a liquor store and bar.
The bar, which is at the corner of College Ave.
and Calvert Street, is where a lot of black men
-- street corner men -- hang out. It is con-
sidered to be a thorn in the side of Uptown. At
the western end of Calvert Street, a new subsi-
dized housing project has just been built. This
housing project is supposed to be the first step
in a program to replace the dilapidated town-
houses of the "ghetto."
Ownership and Limited Access to Land
A major problem in Uptown is the overall shortage
and high cost of land. The high price of land
in Chestertown makes it very difficult for blacks
to acquire it. Lots which are available are very
small and their use is restricted by the layout
of the city grid. Some of the land in Uptown was
purchased by wealthy whites years ago. Cheaply
constructed townhouses were then built on this
land for rental to blacks. These townhouses are
now the core of the Calvert Street "ghetto" of
Uptown. A major difference between Uptown and
Backwoods communities is that there is no tradi-
tion of families sharing or subdividing land in
Uptown. Such a tradition in Backwoods communi-
ties seems to have created a strong sense of con-
inuity and attachment to the land among many
rural blacks. In Uptown lots are not large
enough to subdivide so a family's children.must
go elsewhere i-f they wish to acquire land. Such
movements cause families to split up, thereby
weakening family helping and friendship networks.
Thus some of the most important characteristics
of the Backwoods communities -- their family,
helping, and friendship networks and their sense
of community is almost entirely lacking in Ches-
tertown.
The new housing
project in Uptown.
Internal Division
Within Uptown there is a perceivable division be-
tween the people who own their own homes and "them
people down on Calvert Street." "Them people" are
a mixture of families who rent the townhouses pri-
marily because they are poor, and the down-and-out
blacks who hang around the bar. Street life is
thus a mixture of two different lifestyles.
First, there are the evils of the "ghetto" which
center around the bar, i.e., drugs, prostitution,
alcoholism, and crime. Second, there are the
play and everyday activities of the children and
families who live up and down the street.
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The corner bar ( far corner.)
But it is the activities around the bar that have
given Calvert Street a bad image. A bad image
which is often mistakenly held about all of the
people who live on the street because their spa-
tial patterns overlap with those of the bar, and
because they share in the depressing poverty of
the neighborhood.* This area is thought of as a
thorn in the side of Uptown by both blacks and
whites because of their difficulty in overcoming
the "ghetto image."
One consequence of the internal differentiation
between Calvert Street blacks and blacks who own
their own homes in Uptown is a basic division be-
tween members of the community. There is no
sense of unity or common community goals. When
added to the lack of family continuity, the re-
sult is a black community whose basic unit is
the individual nuclear family. Pride in the
community has been turned to shame, shame which
*The dismal condition of the housing is blamed
on the residents rather than the landlords who
are supposed to maintain the buildings.
is magnified by both the whites' perception of
the neighborhood and by the fact that even some
Uptown blacks talk with disgust about "the way
some people live down on Calvert Street."
Non-Family/Community Values
It appears that many of the criticisms directed
by blacks against those who live on Calvert St.
are related toissues involving family life. The
residents of Calvert Street are criticized for
letting their children enter the bar, for not
maintaining their homes, and for drinking, and
gambling their money away. Many blacks from
outside the community even say that there is no
hope for those people because "they are just no
good."
While these observations may be true for some of
the residents of Calvert Street, they are cer-
tainly not true for them all. It might be said
that a major problem for the residents of Calvert
Street is that there is no encouragement for a
strong community or extended family. Renting
is a major factor here because many residents
often rent for short periods of time and they
tend not to invest in their home or the community.
Many renters are younger couples who do not plan
to stay in Chestertown for an extended period.
They stay for a few years only because they are
saving up money, to build a home elsewhere -
usually in a Backwoods community -- or they are
there because they couldn't find anywhere else
to stay. They usually stay around five years, a
period too short to establish a strong community
network. One man, who was about to build in
Elitota, had rented in Uptown for 10 years; at
first because it was close to his job and then,
after he was married, to save money to build a
house. Yet he didn't know anyone in the commun-
ity well. All his closest friends and relatives
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lived in Melitota. For him it was easier to
circulate within his own familiar network. than
to cultivate a new network in the urban community.
Spatial Control/Street Activity
The higher density of homes in Uptown in compar-
ison to other Backwoods communities has affected
its spatial usage patterns and controls. Lack of
space within homes,in addition to lack of space
around homes, has led to the heavy use of the
streets and front porches for socializing, play-
ing, etc. These use patterns -- sitting on steps,
porches, washing cars.-- mean that not only are
a lot of people on the streets, but that there is
a greater control by blacks of the street. Stran-
gers must walk among the residents who are quick
to ask you "What are you doing," "Who are you
looking for," etc. The street is territory shared
by the members of the community and together they
keep an eye on it.
Lack of space has meant that in some cases indivi-
dual families will fence off their property to
gain some sense of control. In other cases there
is an acceptance of some "intrusions" on each
other's land or home. The best example of this
is the only extended family I found living in
Uptown. Living next to each other within one
row of townhouses were the grandparents, and
two of their 16 children. During my interview
with the grandparents, there was a constant mo-
tion of sons and grandchildren throughout the
home. They would come in the front door and out
the back on their way to and from other family
homes on the block. There never was a knock on
the door. By leaving each other's homes open to
each other, their total territory was increased.
By increasing their territory this family was
alleviating some of the feelings of crowdedness
which I often found in other blacks' homes.
Summary: Uptown
The importance of the structure of the Uptown
community is its vast difference from Backwoods
communities. Although many of the homes in Up-
town are nice and the residents take pride in
them, Uptown is the most unstructured of all
the black communities in the county. There are
no real strong family ties, owners look down on
the renters, the bar casts a negative image on
the neighborhood, and land is hard to get and
impossible t. subdivide. There are no strong
community groups, and a lot of the population is
in a state of transition. These factors, in com-
bination with the conditions of the townhoug.es
that landlords refuse to fix, have led to a gra-
dual deterioration of the community into a "ghet-
to."
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Washington Park
Washington Park is located just west of Chester-
town in an isolated area on Flatlands Road that
backs up against Radcliffe Creek and marsh. This
community of 50 homes is a suburb in the truest
sense. The hones are all the same: tract homes
surrounded by bushes, built on 1/2 acre lots.
It is Washington Park where many of the most
well-off blacks in the coaunty have settled.
The community was built just under 20 years ago
when a member of an extremely wealthy family
donated the land to blacks and guaranteed their
loans so that good homes could be built. The
project was very successful,* and today the com-
munity is occupied by teachers, social workers,
etc. Mbst of the residents of Washington Park
are people from local Backwoods communities
who have "made it good."
Washinton Park is not only suburban in its phys-
ical form -- bushes, yard decorations and "keep-
ing up with the Jones" is common -- but also in
its social structure. There are no extended
families, nor a community church. Instead the
only community "center" is a community pool that
is supported with funds from the estate of the
wealthy benefactor. The friendship network is
made up of nearest neighbors, not of sisters or
bro:thers.
Washington Park
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*A local white judge named the streets Kennedy,
Lincoln, and Roosevelt because he felt that the
project represented "democracy at work."
Washington Park has limited potential for future
growth. It backs up against Radcliffe Creek and
cannot grow in that direction. On its other side,
along Kennedy Drive, there is room for about 10
more homes. Lot sizes are already at a minimum
so further land subdivision will probably not
occur. This makes Washington Park similar to
Uptown in that the small size of the lots will
not encourage the development of extended family
structures in the future.
Washington Park is a unique farm for rural blacks
(Quaker Neck Estates is the only other black
suburb but it's residents are not as well off.)
The homes are excellently maintained. Part of
the reason for the community's success is the
relative wealth of its residents (lower middle
class). These blacks are able to survive with-
out a helping network -- they have money. An
interesting factor however is that Washington
Park is segregated. This occurs even though
the homes are nice and relatively new. It
should be emphasized that these homes are better
than most others currently occupied by blacks
in the County. While the homes in Washington
Park are not impressive by white middle class
standards, Washington Park is the most well re-
spected black community in the county. Many
rural blacks however seem to dislike the subur-
ban character of Washington Park because they
prefer the large lots and extended family net-
works typically found in the Backwoods communi-
ties.
Homs in Washington Park
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Introduction
Looking at the lifestyle
Getting into the homes and understanding the
lifestyles of rural blacks was probably the
most difficult and important task of my re-
search. My four week stay with Fred and
Mary in their three room shack helped me put
my observations and interviews into perspec-
tive. I am not sure at what point I began to
understand their everyday cycles. It might
have been early one morning during the second
week. I woke up and scrambled inside to find
them cleaning up. I moved toward the stove to
place a pan of water on it so that I could wash
and shave. The washbowl however was filled with
dishwater so I had to take it into the back room
to dump it. Then before washing I braved the
10* weather to make a quick trip outside
to the bathroom. Upon hitting the freezing
morning air I suddenly began to appreciate the
convenience of an indoor toilet. That evening,
after a day of interviewing, I had another ex-
perience which accented the daily patterns of
Fred and his family. I had retreated into the
bedroom that all three shared to watch T.V.,
while Fred and Mary stayed in the kitchen to
talk. Though the door between the two adjacent
rooms was open, we managed to achieve
a sense or privacy. Eventually this sense of
privacy ended for all of us when it was time
for Fred and Mary to come in and go to bed.
By living with Fred and Nary in their home, I
had an opportunity to experience a lifestyle
similar to that of many other poor blacks in the
county.* Afterwards, whenever I interviewed blacks
I better understood some of the implications of
their comments regarding their homes. Where there
were rags stuffed in the edges around the windows
A few "details" of
the hoe; a goose wing
"brush and the washpan.
*My experience was obviously different though.
I was Fred's guest, I knew my stay was limited,
my daily work routine (research) was different,
and when I went to sleep I slept outside in a
van. Thus, I was only a temporary resident who
had not experienced the difficulties of this
lifestyle since birth.
and doors I remembered the icy wind blowing
through Fred's shack. If a home was newly
shingled on only one side, while the rest was
still covered with only broken old boards, I
began to understand the owner's pride in hav-
ing the one good side.
As I became the user rather than the observer,
I began to notice things which a traditional
architectural survey would usually miss. Though
the condition, size, lack of utilities and other
physical aspects which characterize the homes
of the poor are important, documenting the ef-
fects of these characteristics on the life-
styles is just as critical. The physical char-
acteristics of poverty can be recorded through
observations and photographs of the outsides of
the homes of the poor, but understanding how
blacks adapt their environment to these con-
straints can only be gained by penetrating
their homes, listening to their conversation,
observing their everyday activities, and finally
noting the impact of their adaptive behavior
on their physical environment. Using this type
of approach I had hoped to discover their dreams
and goals regarding their homes and lives. I
wanted to let them speak for themselves about
their problems as they saw them so that any an-
alysis and proposals I might make would be based
on their viewpoints rather than on those of an
outsider who had never experienced, and could ne-
ver really understand the full range of effects re-
sulting from poverty and prejudice.
Chapter Structure
The discussion in this chapter on the rural
black's home is structured into (i) the out-
side of the home and its characteristics, (ii)
the ecology of the home, and (iii) the meaning
of the home. The three sections build upon
each other. The outside of the home is a des-
cription of the more general characteristics of
the homes: their sizes, their conditions, util-
ities, types of homes, and how they are built,
maintained or expanded. The ecology of the
home deals with the secondary consequences of
poverty. (For instance, small homes are a con-
sequence of being poor and use patterns are af-
fected by living in small homes.) Here I will
talk mostly about behavioral patterns, the in-
terior characteristics of the home, and how
these patterns and characteristics basically
result from blacks having to adapt to the con-
straints of poverty. The final section on the
meaning of the home will be dealing with the
perceptiondblacks have towards their homes.
What are their images of their homes, what kind
of homes they dream of, how does the home fit
into their goals for life, etc. The chapter
will conclude with a discussion of the variables
which account for the variations of the homes
and conditions that exist in the black commun-
ities. The major variables affecting the qual-
ity of black homes are age of the occupants, in-
come, and ownership. Each of these variables
also has a major effect on what the home means
to its occupants in terms of future investment,
security, attachment to the home, hope for change,
etc.
The observations that I have made are the result
of interviewing twelve black families in Kent
County. I feel that there was enough consis-
tency in their responses to my questions and in
their homes, to warrent the observations pre-
sented in this thesis. The homes are especially
important when noted for their similarities to
the homes of the rural poor (white and black)
throughout the country in Appalacia, Vermont,
the South, etc. These characteristics reveal
some of the effects of poverty on the home and
lifestyle, and helps to place the black's own
lifestyle into a proper perspective which sees
society rather than the blacks as the cause of
the poor conditions in the black's environment.
In the discussion on the outside of the home I
have accounted for some of the factors that gen-
erate the variations in the homes of the rural
blacks. Perhaps more important however, are the
similarities resulting from years of the blacks
being subject to low wages, using similar building
methods, etc. The discussion on the outside of the
homes concentrates on five factors that account for
the similarities as well as the variations in their
homes: (i) the style of homes built over the years
and their size; (ii) the building methods and ma-
terials; (iii) the element of self-help or the
fixing-up or building of one's own home; (iv) the
conditions of the home; and (v) the lack of util-
ities.
It is important to note that each of these five
topics is affected by blacks having or not hav-
ing money. Obviously the differences in homes
can be accounted for by variation in ability or
desire to invest (discussed at the end of this
chapter, on pagelOO).
The Outside
The style of one's home is not as important a
consideration for many blacks as it appears to
be for whites. Though many dream of those
"big mansions" that whites live in they know
that they are not likely to ever enjoy such
luxury "unless a bundle of money comes their way."
The things blacks want are more basic. A home
that is big enough, in good condition, with
utilities, and within their price range. For
blacks, acquiring those few "luxuries" is ex-
tremely difficult because of their limited in-
comes and the existing shortage of good housing
in the black communities. Kent County probably
has some of the worst slum housing in the coun-
try, with families living in homes that have no
insulation, water, or sewage facilities. Homes
that are in terrible physical condition and
which lack those other interior items such as
decent furniture and beds, which are common
fixtures in middle class American homes. But
to classify all black housing like this would
be inaccurate because there are quite a few de-
cent homes. These homes may not always reach
the standards that the middle class are used to,
but they are quite comfortable indeed in com-
parison to many of the shanties that I visited.
It would be naive to expect all black homes to
be dilapidated and all the white ones to be in
excellent condition. In fact, clustered within
most of the black communities there is a mixture
of homes; some are in excellent shape, others
are extremely run down, while the majority of
homes fall somewhere in between, with no utili-
ties and in need of repair.
A home of a middle class black.
The Size and Types of Hones
The small size of the homes becomes immediately
perceivable upon entering them. The rooms are
small and few in number. The average home has
four or five rooms: a living room, a kitchen/
dining area, and a couple of bedrooms. This
puts a burden on the residents, especially if
if they are a family. Bedrooms are shared
between grandfathers and sons, the kitchen
becomes the living room, etc. This lack
of space makes additions high priorities
among many blacks and accounts for many of
the rooms that have been added to pre-existing
dwellings. But not all can afford to invest
in additions for their homes. Thus many blacks
find other ways to adapt to living in crowded
living conditions.*
House types
In the backwoods communities there are basically
only three different types of housing: the old
two story farmhouse, the one story "bungalows,"
and the trailers. These types of homes are also
found in Chestertown along with two other types:
the two story rental townhouse and one story "bar-
racks." Each housing type has a number of vari-
ations with respect to materials used, differ-
Size
Black homes regardless of when they were built
are generally small in size. A few of the older
farmhouses appear to be fairly large because
they have two stories and wings. Such appear-
ances are deceiving however, as these homes in
reality are scaled down versions of white homes.
They are narrower and shorter and there are gen-
erally fewer rooms inside. This element of
scale and size is true for all of the homes [old
or new, one story or twol that blacks in the
county reside in.
*The necessary size of a room can probably be
debated. When I first visited the homes I was
amazed at the smallness in comparison to my own
standards. But over my period of research, the
size of the room no longer became a major issue,
but rather the number of.rooms. The extreme
example is Fred's and Mary's hous'e where they
live in only two of their three rooms, both of
which are too small. Their wish is for a house
with more rooms, not necessarily larger rooms.
ences in style, and other smaller elements of
design, but there are relatively few black homes
anywhere in the county that do not fit into one
of these categories.
Farmhouse: The most important characteristics
of farmhouses are their age and the fact that
they are two stories. Between 80-100 years old
they are the oldest homes in the communities.
Many have remained in the possession of one fam-
ily for several generations. Because of their
age - however. many of the farmhouses are now in
very poor condition and some have even been aban-
doned. The farmhouse is the only style of home
in the Backwood communities that is two stories.
This style, because it is expensive to construct,
is no longer being built today. In fact, in all
of the black communities I visited, there was
A typical Farmhouse; the outside (above)
and plan (right.)
only one new two-story home, a colonial. Thus,
the height of the farmhouses in combination with
the architectural characteristics of the period
in which they were built, makes them a unique
housing type in comparison to the newer one-story
styles. Major characteristics of these homes are
their steep roof pitches that often have small
entrance gables in the middle of the major roof.
Because these homes are taller and thinner, they
have more of the image of a house sitting up on
the land, than of one claiming it.
The farmhouse is possibly the nicest and largest
of all the styles of homes in the black commun-
ities. Because they are usually only one room
wide, with variations created with the possibil-
ity of an L-shaped wing, the rooms always have
light on two if not three sides. The result
of this arrangement is that the plan of each
floor is a string of rooms attached to each
other in a linear fashion. The most common ar-
rangement is two or three rooms on each floor;
a kitchen/dining, and living room downstairs,
and two or three bedrooms upstairs.
While the farmhouse has the most rooms and is
the largest style overall, this type is still
quite small. In one farmhouse in Bigwoods,
there were two large rooms downstairs but the
bedrooms upstairs were two small to sleep their
family of six comfortably. It once held ten
people. Yet, they are still attractive as homes
to blacks, which is why some families have un-
dertaken the monumental task of trying to re-
pair and maintain them.
Bungalows: The Bungalow is the most common
house type among blacks. Bungalows are simply
one-story homes. There are a number of vari-
ations to this style. I have chosen to break
them into two sub-types: old and modern bunga-
lows. The reason this distinction is made is
because the two types vary in their plan and
somewhat in looks. In a sense they are almost
different types, but since they are both one-
story and are relatively similar, I have grouped
them together. More importantly, however, I have
grouped them together because they are all called
bungalows by the blacks.
Old bungalows originally were being built during
the early 20th century, which is when the style
and name was being popularized across the coun-
try. They are basically a square plan with four
rooms, one in each corner. The roofs have a
medium pitch and are often hipped, but sometimes
A newer Bungalow.
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gabled. Their most important selling point was
that since they were small, they were cheap and
a poor family could often afford to build one.
These older bungalows have alot of charm because
they were built low to the ground and because
they have many interesting windows and other
architectural details that were not excluded
from houses 60 years ago because of cost. Time
has also given these homes their quaint feelings
as they have slowly been added to, surrounded by
bushes, etc. Time and the weather however have
also left some of these older bungalows in a
state of ruin.
An Old Bungalow; plan (above)
and the front elevation.(left)
The newer bungalows are similar in that they are
one story and, like the older ones, are usually
small. Yet they are more similar to the modern
ranch home in that the roofs are always gabled
and very flat. The homes are also rectangular
in plan rather than duplicating the square
shapes of the older bungalows. Thus there is
usually a row of three rooms along both the
back and front of the house. Often two of the
rooms are combined to form a kitchen/dining
area or a larger living room.
This newer bungalow is the style that has been
built by blacks for the past 20 years, initially
because of its cost, and now because they are
still being made available by the market. There
is also a quality range from homes that were
built twenty years ago, to the inexpensive sec-
tion home available today, to middle class cus-
tom built homes (usually by the owner). The
A plan of a section hom (above.)
A middle class Bungalow (right)
differences are evident in the materials used to
build the home as well as in their size. Wash-
ington Park is an example of a community of well-
built bungalows that now house the more prosper-
ous blacks in the county. Quaker Neck Estates,
another new black community is also entirely
bungalows but they were built cheaply and today
the residents are having many problems with them.
Today most blacks who build are choosing to pur-
chase a section home which is a prefabricated mo-
dern bungalow." Its plan and style are the same
as other modern bungalows, and once erected, it
is as nice.
The modern bungalow is the present dream house
for most blacks. It represents a home in good
condition and of medium size. Yet these are
still small homes. One couple I talked to had
built their home five years ago and were pre-
sently planning to add on a bedroom and a gar-
age. Another family, when they watch T.V. in
the living room, spill out into the kitchen be-
cause there is not enough space for six to re-
lax all at once. Some of the newer homes are
built of cheap materials and won't be in good
condition 20 years from now, eg. Quaker Neck.
Trailers: The linear arrangement of tiny rooms
in metal boxes is now a well known housing type
throughout America. The advantage of trailers
in that they provide low cost homes for people
who couldn't otherwise afford to own. For the
blacks in Kent County trailers also provide a
way for them to live in their family's com-
munity until they can save up enough to build
or to buy a home. Trailers represent a last
alternative before being forced to rent in the
ghetto of Chestertown.
There are trailer homes scattered throughout
many of the black communities. Many of them
are considered to be permanent homes by their
owners. Some of the blacks have built additions
A Trailer with an addition.
onto their trailers, planted bushes around their
edges, and done many other things to turn them
into respectable looking homes. Yet despite these
attempts, trailers are still too small for most
families.
Townhouses: The blacks who own in Chestertown
also live in older farmhouses, bungalows, and
trailers but the majority of blacks who rent
live in townhouses. Townhouses are rows of two
story wooden duplexes that are separated by
three foot alleys. Sometimes the duplexes ac-
tually connect on the second floor with a low
alley remaining below. Each townhouse is split
lengthwise to form two apartments. The doors
enter directly from the street under a small en-
trance cover. On the inside the apartments each
have two rooms per floor, one room on the street
and the other facing the backyerd.
-10
These townhouses were built as rental housing for
for blacks around 50-70 years ago by wealthy
whites in the County. Ever since,they have been
used as housing by the blacks. The problem is
that the landlords initially didn't worry much
about the tenants so the homes were set as close
to each other as possible, the rooms (12-14 feet
wide) are small and the buildings were set too
close to the street, especially considering that
there are no porches to act as barriers for the
residents. In addition, the townhouses were
very cheaply constructed. Often the walls be-
tween apartments are single boards and, in one
group, the floor boards are set on the ground.
The townhouses are generally the worst housing
in the county, a unique combination of landlords
not caring, and cheap small buildings.
Townhouse; first floor plan(left)
and front view (above.)
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Barracks: The other form of rental housing in
Chestertown are the single story barracks. These
are like cheap highway motels in that a long
narrow buildng with a very low pitched gable
roof runs parallel to the street and is divided
into several apartments. These units were built
within the past 30 years. Some are made of wood,
and others are built from cinder block. The
apartment I visited in one of these barracks had
only three rooms. The kitchen/dining area ran
the whole depth of the apartment with doors en-
tering from both the front and back. The other
two rooms were half the dimensions of the kit-
chen/dining area and both opened directly into
it. They used one as a living room and the
other as the bedroom. The dimensions of those
rooms could not have been larger than 12x12.
This type of housing I found only in Uptown, but
since 12 families lived in these barracks, they
should be mentioned. They are sort of a modern
bungalow converted into apartments, just as town-
houses are similar conversions of farmhouses.
Barracks; plan (above) and front view (left)
Summary of types: The farmhouse and the bunga-
low are by far the most popular and common forms
of housing for blacks in the County. Mbst of
the older communities are now a mixture of the
older homes (farmhouses and bungalows) with the
newer bungalows and trailers. Chestertown has
all the housing types, although the rental
units are grouped together, with the home-owner
neighborhoods made up mostly of bungalows and
farmhouses.
Building Methods
"They're built cheap, that's what I go by!" The
methods used over the years to build these homes
have usually been the cheapest available at the
time. The problem for the blacks was to get a
home built within the price range that they could
could afford. Thus many building shortcuts were
necessary, shortcuts that one could learn to
live with. One couple who just recently bought
a section home that is set up off the ground
much like a trailer, had to make such a deci-
sion. They would have liked to have built a
better home, but "at the time we didn't have
the money to build from stone (on a foundation).
This was the cheapest way out. It was all our
money could buy."
Older ethods
Characteristic of all the older homes, from
farmhouses to townhouses, is that they are wood,
they are set up on pier foundations, they lack
insulation, and they have cheap finishing mater-
ials on the interior and exterior surfaces.
Basically, the entire shell of these buildings
is inadequate. Though built of studs construc-
tion, the outsides usually would be covered
with only one layer of wood with a finish
sheathing of clapboard or vertical board with
no sub-surface. The roofs were similarly built;
often of 2 x 4's and one layer of boards covered
with cheap shingles. The interior surfaces are
also of cheap materials. Occasionally inter-
ior walls were completely unfinished leaving
the studs exposed. However, in the majority
of the homes, the walls would vary from single
thick board partitions, to plaster, to cheap
wall boards or paneling. None of the older
homes had insulation, which is a major problem
in the winter because of both heat loss and
drafts from the wind. The buildings are
set up on the stone or brick piers rather than
being built on a eontinuous foundation. This
leaves a crawl space under most of the homes
which is often used for storage and by "little
critters," such as rats.
Typical of the cheaper homes, especially the
townhouses, are the construction techniques
used on the smaller "attached" elements: porches,
entrance stairs and coverings, sidewalks, etc.
These are small, cheaply built, and sometimes
non-existent. The townhouse's entrance steps
are simple wood stairs with no railings. The
covers over these steps are small and token.
Sidewalks if they exist are often built of
wooden planks. Fred's shack has a front porch,
but the ground serves as the floor, so he too
has a board sidewalk, The tacked on and in-
ferior quality of these building elements de-
tracts from the image as well as the usefulness
of many of these homes.
The building methods used on modern bungalows
are an improvement over those of the older
homes especially because the newer materials
and construction techniques are within the
price range of the blacks. For example, ply-
wood construction, fiberglass insulation, and
cinder bock foundations are a few of the ma-
jor innovations that are now almost univer-
sally used because they are rather inexpen-
sive. Interior finish materials, such as
sheetrock and wall paneling also exemplify
the tremendous quality improvements now avail-
able to blacks. The most recent influential
building process has been the large scale use
of prefab construction, which even further
lowers the cost of building new homes. Brick
is also being used more often today in black
homes. The material is still considered to be
a luxury, but today more blacks have been able
to use it as a material on their homes. Brick
has become affordable because some of the men
are bricklayers and build their own homes, there-
by cutting down the cost of using the material.
Exposed rafters and roof construction
Despite all of the recent improvements in build-
ing methods, the black-owned homes still suffer
from a lower quality standard than most Ameri-
cans are used to. Even today, materials used
in the homes, though better than those used in
the past, are inferior and have a relatively
short life span (trailers are a good example).
Thus in twenty or thirty years, without the
adequate maintenance which many families cannot
afford, these homes will be as run down as some
of today's older buildings.
"The Cheapest Way Out," The Additive Method
Though many homeowners take shortcuts when they
initially build their homes, by settling for ei-
ther smaller homes or homes that are cheaply con-
structed, they do so with plans to improve and
enlarge over time. Then, as they save up enough
money, they will put on the extra room or re-
side the home. One older man who I interviewed
built his home in Chestertown 25 years ago but
at the time could not afford good finish mater-
ials. Over the years he has gradually refin-
ished the whole interior of his house by put-
ting up new wood paneling, retrimming all the
windows, and recovering the ceiling and floors.
This rule of "building as the money comes" gives
many of the exteriors of the homes their thrown
together image. Additions are attached in all
manners and fashions. One part of a house will
be refinished while another section will stand
with its original boards. The problem, as will
be discussed in the section on Self Help, is
that many of these "improvements" are actually
cheaper than the original construction methods.
This is because they are built by the owner who
is again trying to cut down on costs. Because
of this, some additions or improvements are of-
ten the first parts of the home to deteriorate.
This deterioration is enhanced by the methods
used to connect the additions to the homes,
methods which again are inadequate and there-
fore cause weathering problems at the joints.
Similar situations occur with new siding mater-
ials such as asphalt shingles. Intially they
are applied to fix up a deteriorating home, but
they are such a cheap material that they too
begin to fall off, worsening the problem.
Self help: For many of these homeowners the
only way they can afford to fix up, enlarge, or
to decorate their homes is not only to use the
cheapest materials available, but to do all of
the work themselves. "We're fixing it ourselves,
just my family. My husband ripped off the old
shingles and put this kind of thick board on it
(plywood scraps) and we buy shingles a little
bit at a time."
Fixing up one's own home could mean re-siding,
building an addition or a patio, working on the
inside, etc. Many of the men have acquired the
skills necessary for these jobsfrom their con-
struction experiences. In whatever spare
time they might have, they often will set about
working on many small projects around the home.
Because they work such long hours during the
week, and often overtime on Saturdays, these
periods are often short and far between. The
largest blocks of free time usually occur
during the winter layoffs. If they can't find
a temporary job to supplement their incomes, they
will work around the house. This is usually
when the larger jobs are tackled. One brick
laborer whom I met built a new porch on his
home during this past winter when he was tempor-
arily out of work.
The problem with self help is that it is the
only real economical way for blacks to improve
their homes. However, not everyone has the
skills, the proper tools or materials, time,
"New" siding
An unfinished addition.
or desire to do the work. Thus, if they can't
afford to hire anyone, the homes eventually
"fall right on to pieces because they need alot
of repairing and fixing." Often when one does
get around to doing the work, the final product
suffers because he will not have used either
the proper materials or building methods. Pro-
jects are often only half finished because of
the shortage of time or lack of supplies.
Attitudes regarding what constitutes adequate
standards contribute to the patch work repair
style found on many of the black's homes. Every-
one has their own special techniques for work-
ing on his home. Fred went out to fix his met-
al shed with an old hatchet. He gave it a
couple of good whacks, seemed satisfied and then
went back inside. Sometimes repairing a leaky
cornice entails wrapping a piece of old tin over
it. Though poor blacks would fix the homes pro-
perly if they could, it is easy to settle for
rougher repair jobs, ones that only temporarily
solve the problem, because they have lived with
these standards all their lives.
Scraps, Odds and Ends: Buying "a little bit at
a time" and putting that little bit up oneself
to repair or improve the home is the commn -
method of building. Besides being bought in
small quanities, they often use scraps, left-
overs from a construction job site, or odds and
ends from the store, etc. For instance, one
man covered his living room floor with tile sam-
ples, each one a different pattern. (See photo,
page 92 .) One home was sided with six differ-
ent colors of aluminum siding. One man was
using plywood scraps as a subsheathing for the
asphalt shingles that he was buying for his
house one side at a time. This, in combination
with small scale projects, creates a patch work
quality in many homes. Aesthetics take the back
seat to functionalism.The use of scrap
materials (above
and right.)
Many various building projects are never quite
completed because of the nature of self-help
building methods and the utilization of scrap
material. Additions that have been framed are
sometimes left naked. Brick walls are halfway
laid up, waiting for a few more bricks or week-
ends of work. Some remain incompleted for years.
The patchwork quality typical of so many homes
is what makes them susceptable to deterioration.
Incomplete or inadequately built additions and
repairs, may temporarily solve a problem, but
more often they just cover it.
"Decoration"
The sprucing up of one's home and property is
important to many blacks. Despite the shortage
of surplus money for "non-essentials," they have
a set of aesthetic values and express these
values by surrounding their homes with various
types of decoration: fences, flowers and bushes,
lane markers, etc. These items are usually in-
expensive and can represent a substitute for the
"real thing." For example, one of the more com-
mon types of yard decoration was painted tires
laid flat on the ground and filled with flowers.
A more than adequate substitute for a planter.
Similarly, cinder blocks are used as planters,
lane pillars, as well as for edging driveways.
They are popular because they can often be ob-
tained at a low price or for free.
Care and attention is paid to the front of the
house and the yard between it and the street.
The property's edge is often marked with either
rocks, bushes, cinder blocks, or fences. One of
the simplest territorial markers are lane mar-
kers, or two masonry piers placed on each side
of the beginning of the driveway. These are
patterned after large 4-6 foot high brick piers
that mark the entrance to many of the long 1,000
A tire "flower" planter
foot driveways of the local white farms. These
larger lane markers function to announce an of-
ten indistinguishable junction in the middle of
open fields where these lanes meet the county
road. In the black homes, these piers are smal-
ler, however. They have shrunk down into sin-
gle cinderblocks, tires, and sometimes are
actually built up with bricks to a height of
three to four feet. Sometimes the brick ver-
sions are only constructed one piece at a time,
as bricks are slovly accumulated.
"We've planted trees and bushes to beautify the
hill and to set the house off." Together with
flower pots and gardens, these items were used
along the street, throughout the front yard,
and around the house to claim and beautify their
yard in the more "surburban" fashion. Wooden
fences, rose trellises, and some store bought
milk cans or planters are some of the fancier
items found in the yards. Many families have
been able to decorate all along their property
edge as well as in their yards with an assort-
ment of planters, bushes, trees, etc. that they
have accumulated over the years. Others have
simple yards-: one or two lane markers low to
the ground, a tire planter and a bush or two.
The importance of these decorative items can't
be denied for they represent a bit of status,
pride in one's home as well as helping the blacks
mark their territory.
Condition of the Homes
The Bad and the Ugly
"If you're doing a study on homes, you should've
been here the other night during that rainstorm.
Then you could've taken a picture of the water
and the way it was coming in through the window.
We put a rug along the bottom, but there was
nothing to do about the top."
These conditions are not uncommon among the homes
in the County. Many have deteriorated over the
years to the point where they do not keep the
natural elements out. One home of a young fam-
ily in Bigwoods was so dilapidated that one could
almost see through the walls. Though few homes
are that bad, a large percentage of them are in
very poor condition. The major causes for their
deterioration are the inferior construction tech-
niques, the subsequent difficulty of providing
adequate maintenance, and the patch work quality
of many of their improvements.
Various forms of decoration.
Nopart of their homes appears to be immune to the
forces of weathering and use which affect the
siding, roofs, doors, windows, porches, additions,
and interiors. The siding on many buildings had
deteriorated because they had stood for years
without paint. Some, like the townhouses, ap-
peared as if they never had been painted, al-
though I was reassured that they had been 35
years earlier. This has caused the siding to
slowly rot and begin to pull away from the studs.
Sometimes they have been renailed but the most
common, and again the cheapest solution, was to
cover these boards with asphalt shingles. Doors
and windows have often suffered a similar fate.
Because of their heavy use they are very sus-
ceptible to deterioration. The frames are often
falling apart, the windows do not fit tightly,
and entrance doors (which are commonly old in-
terior doors) have worn down and often would not
close without an extra latch. Rarely were there
any storm windows or doors. Instead, plastic
covered the windows of those homes where the
owners had the energy to do this.
Dilapidated siding and poorly fitted doors and
windows make many of the homes extremely "aired."
Because of the lack of insulation, as well as
these large gaps in the buildings, it is very
difficult to keep many of the homes warm. In
fact, heating bills are extremely high, given
the small size of the homes. For the poor,
the only feasible solution is to combat this
heating problem in the only way they can afford,
the piecemeal fashion. Rags are stuffed into
windows and doors, plastic is put up, and one
man moved into a single room in the winter,
closing off the rest of his two story hone.
One landlordwhen faced with the cost of fixing
the side of his townhouse, chose instead to co-
ver it with one big piece of plastic.
Porches and small additions are the first ele-
ments to deteriorate on many homes. This is
because they are often the most cheaply construc-
ted parts of the home. When faced with the pro-
blem of allocating scarce money, owners will
usually choose to put it first into maintaining
the main body of the home. Since porches make-
up the part of the home most visible to the pub-
lic, they convey an image that the entire home
is rundown.
The Good
Though I have painted a picture that all of
black homes have been run into the ground, ob-
viously, this is not true. The newer homes,
as well as many of the older ones are in good
condition. In one section home that I visited
the windows and doors were still tight, the ex-
terior siding showed no wear and the interiors
were still in their original condition. Many
homes are actually in better shape than they
were when they were originally constructed,
as a result of years of improvements.
Many of the newer homes however had not yet had
a chance to deteriorate. Others, like a few of
the Farmhouses and older Bungalows, have been
maintained over the years or been recently re-
paired. Two of the families I visited who lived
in farmhouses were actually in the process of
repairing. They were tearing off old siding and
dilapidated porches and replacing them. However
because of cost, one family could only replace
the siding on one side of the house at a time.
It is important to note that many of the people
make great efforts to keep the front of their
homes in good condition. This priority is im-
portant even when one is low on noney.
Thus, :alot of the homes are in good condition.
A few may need some new siding but they have
not yet approached the point where the overall
condition of the home is threatened. However,
there are many homes that are in need of repair,
both inside and out. Because blacks are aware
of and often have at some point lived in the
worst of these conditions (eg., water coming
in the windows, cold homes, or buildings that
are about to fall down), the conditions that
they are willing to accept are much lower than
those which most white Americans accept. Stuf-
fing a rag in a window is often a very acceptable
alternative to replacing the window.
Utilities
Living Without
Running water and indoor toilets are "luxuries"
rarely found in black homes. Even in Chester-
town where all the streets have sewer and water
lines, the townhouses which blacks rent are not
hooked up. Instead there are outhouses in the
backyards and water is collected from a street
pump and then stored in the homes in watercans
and plastic jugs. Remembering that these con-
ditions are found in the county's largest town,
it is not surprising to see how few blacks who
live in the Backwoods communities have these
utilities. Using outhouses is a way of life
for blacks. Some of the outhouses are in good
condition but many need replacing because they
are so dilapidated. A few families choose not
to use their outhouses in lieu of the natural
environment. Fred and Mary didn't even have an
outhouse.* Today most of the newer homes are
built with septic systems and well water so the
percentage of homes with these facilities is
currently increasing.
The homes are heated by free-standing stoves --
wood, coal, oil or gas burning, that stand in
the middle of the major rooms. There are no cir-
culating systems to aid in the distribution of
the heat. Therefore several stoves, often burn-
ing different fuels, are used by one family to
heat different parts of the home. The various
fuels are stored along the sides ot back of the
home. Oil tanks, which need to be raised to
*The upper shore agency, a privately funded a-
gency in the area, was hoping to receive a grant
to help repair the outhouses. But to bring them
up to code would mean a cost of $400-500 per out-
house. The project was abandoned.
Outhouses behind a
row of Townhouses(above)
facilitate the flow of the oil, are supported
by many different kinds of platforms, eg. wood,
cinder blocks, etc. Many would have fallen
over years ago if the house wasn't there to
support them. Gas cannisters can also be found
around most of the homes because cooking stoves
are generally gas,as are many of the furnaces.
Wood is also a major source of heat. Where
wood is used, piles waiting to be split or
burned are strewn around the home; in the yard,
between townhouses, etc.
"He Likes the Old Stove"
No one could live without electricity! Every-
body has that, but living without water,
sewage, and very often a telephone, is easier
to accept. The reason is that electricity is
necessary for the operation of so many items
in the home: refrigerators, lights, radios, etc.
Since the cost of installation is low, many
homes have been retrofitted with wires. The
installation process is often very crude, how-
ever. For instance, overloaded circuits, wires
and extensions strung across a room to reach a
rare outlet, and exposed wires nailed along
the outside of the house are all common. Be-
cause of its many benefits though, electricity
has become a necessity for everyone. In fact,
many tenants in the townhouses paid to install
electricity into their apartments after the
landlord refused to do so. On the other hand,
phones, which can be cheaply installed, are
often missing because blacks can not afford the
monthly costs.
This lack of dependence on running water, sewage,
and phones is a reminder of the different value
system blacks have. They are just living the
"old way," a way that our own parents may have
once been comfortable with. "You don't miss any-
thing until you've had it" Fred used to remind
me. Old wood stoves, outhouses, wash pans, etc.,
are the only way of life many have experienced.
To encourage them to invest $2,000 in a septic
system would bring puzzled looks and questions
of "why?" Many even enjoy living the old way.
Fred still had his kerosene lanterns that he
used before electricity was installed in his
home in 1963, and one woman's grandfather would
not let her get rid of the old wood stove be-
cause "he likes that kind of heat." Yet most
blacks would welcome the convenience of running
water, indoor toilets, etc. They just aren't
expecting them.
Ecology of the Home Daily Routines
Water, Washing, and the Trip Outside
The meaning of poverty for these blacks cannot
be explained with simple physical descriptions
of their homes. The clues lie in the people,
their speech, the way they use their home, the
things they do and do not have. Reminders of
poverty are present throughout the daily pat-
terns of the people.
"Living without" is nothing new for blacks.
Small homes, no utilities, a shortage of money
which means the home cannot be stocked with
life's luxuries,are all conditions with which
they have lived with most of their lives.
Their daily routines are shaped by these re-
strictions. Yet there are a few luxuries (stan-
dards for many Americans) readily available to
them; T.V. is the major example. Since blacks
are aware of the middle class standards through
T.V. and other forms of the media, school and
work, they have attempted to obtain those items
that are within their reach while continuing to
live without others -- water, for example. The
result is that many ruralblacks are living a life-
style combining the old ways with the new. There
are the old stoves and the new stereos, raising
pigs and refrigerators, using a washstand and the
car. Blacks are in a stateof transition between
the old and the new -- achangethat took place
for the rest of America in the 40's and 50's.
The homes and lifestyles are the result of
poor families trying to obtain the best life
possible with what little is available to them.
Since there is a fine line between survival and
failure, the concerns of these families are di-
rected more towards maintaining themselves morith
to month. This concern with their immediate sur-
vival is important to remember on entering their
homes and listening to their conversations.
The white enamel washpan sits on its own little
stand near the door. Sometimes there's a mir-
ror on the wall or a soap dish. The towel for
drying hangs nearby on the wall, a door, or the
stand itself. With every washpan you find the
jugs of water and a bucket for disposing of
dirty water.
Washpans take part in many of the daily rou-
tines around the home. Dishes are washed in
them, so are some clothes, and they are used
for body bathing as well as the washing of hands
and face. Yet, as habitual as these activities
are, each is an inconvenience. When Fred washes
dishes he has to pour soapy water from dish to
dish and then rinse them in the pan. There is
no sink to catch falling water. The scrubbing
motions are gentle and water is rationed. Wash-
ing poses the same sort of problems. Hot water
The water supply
is boiled on the stove and cold water is added
to bring it to temperature. Soon after begin-
ning to wash, the water becomes dirty and soapy
and thus rinsing becomes difficult.
Then there is the problem of fetching water and
carting the heavy watercans. In Chestertown
they get it from a hydrant. Some people have
a spring near their homes. Fred uses an outside
faucet at the cannery where he lives. In the
winter he has to carry a jug of hot water to
melt the frozen water in the faucet. Since these
trips are difficult and inconvenient, water is
used sparingly. The American standard of over
100 gallons per day per person is out of the ques-
tion for rural blacks who have no running water.
Instead, their washing, drinking and cooking
water is often limited to a few gallons a day.
The outhouse is another inconvenience. A
trip to the bathroom, simple for most Americans,
becomes a major expedition. If it is raining
or cold, one must first dress for the weather be-
before going out. Imagine the difficulty an el-
derly person faces not only in walking outside and
and across the yard but in using the facility.
Additionally, most of the outhouses are unsan-
itary and in poor condition, making them uncom-
fortable to use. Not much needs to be said about
the undesirability of using these outhouses, they
are inconvenient and uncomfortable, but they re-
main an integral part of many blacks' daily rou-
tines
Freestanding Stoves and the Monthly Bills
Space heaters (oil and gas), freestanding stoves,
(coal and wood) are used to heat the homes and
there are usually two or three per house. The
heaters or stoves are placed in the major rooms
and all of them are somewhat large and take up
valuable space. Many are very old and ineffi-
cient. Fred and Mary's space heater sits in the
center of the kitchen. Food is kept warm on it,
wet shoes are placed under it to dry, the dish
rag is hung on the open doors, and often they
sit next to it to keep warm.
The heaters take on a prominent role in the daily
winter activities of the household. Besides
their physical presence in the rooms, the heaters
demand constant attention. Because they heat
the home unevenly their temperature settings
regularly need to be readjusted. Others need
constant tending -- adding wood or coal, etc.
As the flame on oil and gas burners is often blown
out by the wind, the flame must always be checked
to prevent explosions. Since there are several
heaters in each house, each with the potential for
fire, the people are constantly getting up to go
to the next room to "check the stove."
Heat and its high cost is one of the biggest con-
cerns of the blacks, as well as a major topic of
conversation. They are very aware of its cost
because often it exceeds the rent or mortgage
costs. A retired school teacher installed indi-
vidual gas heaters in each of the rooms of her
small house. In December alone her gas bill was
$166. Another family pays $24 rent for a town-
house and over $40 a month for heat. Thus, heat
is both a major expense and a major concern dur-
ing the winter. Attempts are made to cut back on
these costs, by covering the windows with plastic
or lowering temperature settings, but overall, it
is very hard to either control temperature or the
heat loss within the homes. For instance, when-
ever the wind blows, Fred prepares himself for an
extremely cold night, because most of the heat
would "go up the chimney." During these windy
nights the temperature could drop to 400 inside
his house even though the furnace was set at its
highest temperature setting.
Also of major concern, and a frequent topic of
discussion, are the other monthly bills: the
electricity bill, the phone bill, the food bill,
the water bill (if they have it), and the rent
or mortgage. For many blacks life is a matter
of survival from month to month. There is a con-
stant awareness of how much everythingcosts. Be-
cause these are their major expenses (there is
usually little money left for other items), the
"bills" take on a special meaning. There is even
an emphasis on the word in their speech patterns.
It's the bills versus the income check, and
when the end of the month comes along a lot
of families begin to eat less while also switch-
ing to cheaper food in order to pay off the
"bills."
The T.V. Set
"When I was younger we had radios, there wasn't
any T.V., and no telephone. We would do home-
work or we would sit at the table and play games
and work on puzzles. We had things to occupy
our minds. Today my daughter has her room with
a television. She stays in there until its
time to wash the dishes or her girlfriends come
by. When the boys come in, this (the living room)
is where they fall. That's their T.V. I don't
have a T.V. in my room so now the boys take the
T.V. up to their room or I'll tike it. Otherwise,
I'll sit in this room by myself and watch the big
T.V." Every home had a T.V. Not just one, but
two and often thre. The large T.V.'s are usually
in the living room, the portables in the bedrooms
and kitchens. Often there were two T.V.'s in the
livin.g room sitting next to each other, or one on
top of the other.
Watching T.V. is a disease for most Americans and
it plays an important role in the life of rural
blacks. It is one of the only ways for them to
experience those things beyond their reach --
different places in the world, other lifestyles,
etc. It is an affordable luxury, the universal
standard, and with it comes a wealth of entertain-
ment and information. Thus, the first item blacks
will scrape their money together for will be a
T.V., and often they will purchase a second
before buying other luxuries. Ironically, if the
T.V.'s are broken or old, they don't get thrown
away. Instead they'll occupy other corners in
the room or the new T.V. will be placed next to it.
It is as if the T.V. is a symbol of wealth, and
symbols are never thrown out.
Watching the T.V. is a major event in most homes.
Fred's son always lay on his bed watching T.V.
while he ate his dinner. During one of my in-
terviews I had to compete with the T.V. for the
respondent's attention. In many homes the whole
family would sit around the T.V. all night, talk-
ing to each other and watching the tube. Fred
and Mary's T.V. was broken for two weeks so we
would then talk about watching it. In other
homesfamily members would disappear into their
rooms to watch their own set. The T.V. has de-
fied all race and economic barriers. It is
probably the one aspect of the blacks' lifestyle
that is identical to that of America's middle
class.
Cluttering of the Homes
Every corner and square foot of space in the
homes is accounted for or filled with furniture,
furnaces, T.V.'sor other odds and ends owned
by the family. It is a cluttered atmosphere --
an image which is unavoidable because there is
a shortage of space in the homes. The rooms
are small, there are few . rooms per home, and
storage space is at a minimum (many houses were
built without closets). Each room assumes many
different uses and most do so in an efficient
way. Every piece of furniture, every nook in
the wall, and every shelf are placed for a rea-
son. The kitchen will hold the stove, the re-
frigerator, the furnace, the washstand, table
and chairs, a standing cabinet for dishes, an
open shelf equivalent of a medicine cabinet,
more clothes on the wall, pots hung wherever,
a shelf for cooking supplies, etc. Bedrooms are
smaller and even more cluttered. They usually
hold several beds, dressers, maybe a table for
catalogues and books, and a T.V. set. Only a
few square feet of floor space is left free.
Spaces which are not needed for living functions
(such as closets, corners, and unused porches)
become very useful as storage areas. These
rare places are packed, for space is too valuable
to be misused. The "guts are hanging out" in
these homes because things cannot be hidden in
closets, bathrooms, or spare rooms. They are
always visible, and each tells a piece of the
story of how the house is used.
The cluttering of the homes is a sign of their
intensive use. The living rooms are always the
most formal, but they still contain the furnace,
the T.V. sets, and furniture. But in the cor-
ners or by the front door there may be stacked
some boxes or some clothes may be hung on the wall.
The kitchen is the best example of this cluttered
multi-use, everything's got a purpose character.
In Fred's kitchen every item was regularly used
in not one but several creative ways. The fur-
nace heated the home, dried clothes, kept the
food warm, and warmed shoes overnight. The top
of the refrigerator was used as the medicine
chest. The counter top held the wash pan or it was
used for food preparation. Objects would be
moved throughout the day from place to place to
allow for a different use of a table, chair, count-
er, etc. In this way, each space took on multiple
uses, helping to make living in a small home more
feasible.
Quality of the Interiors
Everything in these homes speaks of a lack of or
shortage of money. Refrigerators and furnaces
are old and second hand with simple rounded lines
that were popular 20 years ago. Wallpaper, if it
exists, is an old print and self-applied. A cheap
metal table and chairs will sit in the corner of
the kitchen, the pattern on the top faded from
years of use. Pieces of furniture are picked up
from auctions, the family, or wherever they can
be purchased at a cheap price. Coordination with
the rest of the house is not an issue.
old dressers, old lamps, old rugs, old drapes,
old cabinets and old pots are purchased because
they serve the immediate needs of the family.
The nature of old, second hand, or inexpensive
items is that they are stark and simple. It
takes money to buy the fancy fabrics, nice pieces
of furniture, paint for the walls, etc. The in-
expensive items that blacks can afford are
simple wooden chests, old bed frames, etc. Wall
surfaces are rarely refinished. There are no
large paintings; instead, old "unimportant" prints
in old frames decorate the walls, usually hang-
ing unintentionally at a slight angle. Exten-
sion cords are strung along the ceiling and walls
to reach a distant lamp. Shelves are made from
scrap lumber and supported with cheap metal L-
brackets. Floors are often covered in a patch-
work of several different colored rugs, tiles or
linoleum.
Decoration and Focal Points
A floor finished with tile samples.
Every item in the home from pots to clothes is
bought with one idea in mind, to save money.
Despite the fact that the rooms are cluttered,
there is a quality of bareness. It is as if
blacks are always living at a minimal level with
no room for luxuries. This was reflected in
their attitudes. Few felt a strong attachment to
the various objects inside the home. The furniture
could be replaced, the pictures were not worth
much to them. Clothes and personal possessions
(photos, etc.) were the few items that they all
felt were important, the rest were dispensable.*
*This was in -response to the question: "If your
house burned down what would you want to save?"
Clothes were always mentioned. As far as they
were concerned, everything else could burn. This
does not mean they do not want those items, be-
cause they represent a lot of investment. Ra-
ther it shows they see them as just being cheap
and therefore, not prize possessions.
"We've papered, painted, and fixed it up good.
It looks nice when you got it all done up."
Rural blacks have a great deal of pride and in-
terest in making their homes look nice "esthe-
tically." In fact, they almost always try to
"make the place into something nice" despite
the fact that they cannot afford much. The
blacks do this by using inexpensive techniques
for decorating the interiors of their homes
(similar to their strategy for decorating their
exteriors).
Decoration
The cheap'est way to decorate the home is with
picture calendars that are given away by local
companies. Fred alone has seven on the walls
of his two rooms, three of which are duplicates.
Besides one or two other pictures and good luck
pieces, that is the extent of decoration in
his home. The next step up from calendars are
cheap prints or pidtures in simple frames.
These are often obtained from travelling sales-
ment who seem to know which issues are close to
the people's hearts. The most common pictures
were of Jesus and prints of President Kennedy
(sometimes with Robert Kennedy and/or Martin
Luther King, Jr.). One woman even pasted a
jigsaw puzzle up on her wall. The point of
decorating with either calanders or cheap pic-
tures is to put someting on the wall that is
nice, in good taste, as well as symbolizing
their beliefs, aspirations, and values. Al-
though the frames are old and the pictures are
small and often hung at an angle, they still
serve to "beautify" the walls.
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The Kennedy's and Martin Luther King
Calenders
The fact that calendars and pictures will often
suffice as the only types of decoration inside
the homes emphasizes the point that blacks are
willing to settle for the bare minimum, even
when it comes to decoration. All they basically
need are a few items that mean something to
them and will make their home a little special.
"I like to take things that people throw away.
I find something and I bring it home. Then
after a while I'll get something else to go
with it and then I'll turn out something. I
just like to do that." A lot of items they save
mdy seem to have no further use, but when one is
close to poverty, every little object has some
meaning. Thus, there are lots of simple pieces
of decoration around the home. - Gook luck pieces
are very common; horseshoes-andwishbones are
tacked over many doors. Plants are also favor-
ite decorative items, with some families even
using plastic replicas to adorn walls.
Family pictures are the most important type of
decoration, often acting as the focal point in
the homes. They will range in size from small
snapshots to large framed portraits that are
placed on shelves, T.V. sets, hung on the wall,
etc. Because other types of decoration are both
few in number and inexpensive, the photographs
stand out because of both their high quality
and the fact that they are usually bunched to-
gether. The pictures will include not only the
immediate family but often cousins and other
relatives.*
*One of the most striking points was that most
homes had a picture of a white child who was
either a friend of one of the children or the
child of an employer. Never were there pictures
of white adults whom they knew. Often conversa-
tion about the family would be supplemented by
references to the photos.
Despite the low cost of decoration used by blacks,
there still is not that much within the homes. In
order to be effective in "beautifying" the home,
an effort is made to increase the impact of what
little decoration there is, i.e., by concentrating
it into certain areas. The "company room" and the
"poor people's shrine" are two such areas within
the home.
Company Room
Though an effort will be made to "beautify" the
whole house, the Company Room, usually the living
room, receives the most attention. This is where
guests and friends are entertained, and it will
be .kept relatively uncluttered and into it will be
placed the nicest decorations, the family pictures,
and the best pieces of furniture. The reason one
room receives special attention is because'of lack
of space and money, it is impossible for most fam-
ilies to keep every room as nice as they would like.
So they choose to fix up the living room, to a
point where they would not worry about having stran-
gers seeing that part of the house. This confidence
is in marked contrast to the embarrassment they of-
ten feel about the bedrooms or the kitchen. It was
evident in all my visits that everyone had limits
about how much they did or didn't want me to see.
One woman said, "Don't go in the kitchen,no-
thin' in there but rats." Another man kept
calling, "That's enough, that's enough," from
the back of the house, when I asked his wife
if I could go upstairs. These conscious dis-
*The limits of penetration drawn by the blacks
might also indicate their limits of privacy
and control over it (see pagell4 ). Addition-
ally, it is quite possible that the limits would
be different for a poor black visitor or by me
on subsequent visits.
tinctions by the blacks about what should and
shouldn't be seem emphasizes their awareness
of their poor housing conditions, and also
the lack of pride they feel about some of the
rooms in their homes.*
Focal Points: "The Poor People's Shrine"
In order to increase their impact within the
company or other room, the decorations are
bunched together around the T.V., on the wall,
etc. Grouped together will be the family por-
traits, framed pictures, a good luck piece, a
religious item, and many of the objects that
mean the most to the people. These are the
"poor people'ts shrines." Here are not only the
items that are most important to the people but
also the ones they feel good about showing off
to friends and strangers.
The "poor people's shrine"
In many homes the "shrine" is located on top of
or above the T.V. Pictures will be set on top
of the T.V. and several other objects -- pictures,
clocks, etc. -- may be hung above it on the wall.
In other homes, the shrine may be much simpler.
Sometimes it will be snapshots tucked into a
larger picture frame, a few portraits placed on
top of a dresser, or just a few nice pictures
or calendars hung on the wall. But there is al-
ways at least one such grouping in each home as
people try to "make the place into something nice."
Patterns of Use
"In the summer time I ain't in here, cause I'm
out cutting grass or working in the garden.
Then I'll sit around on the porch until it gets
dark. That's when the mosquitos get -too bad and
so we come in and watch T.V. There's a fan that
cools it off in here but in the daytime it's still
too hot. In the winter, all I do is drag my
time cause I can't get out much. I don't do
nothin' at all cause there ain't enough room, so
I'll just sit in here. Sometimes I'll walk up
to Kennedyville and stand around the store for
a while and talk with someone who comes in.
Then at quarter to three I'll go pick Mary up
at work." When they get home Mary and Fred will
often sit around together in the kitchen or out-
side before and after dinner. When their son
William comes home, he goes straight to the bed-
room shared by all three) where he reads the pa-
per, watches T.V., and eats his dinner. He rarely
joins Fred and Mary in the kitchen. Many of
the daily use patterns of blacks evolve from or are
directly related to trying to cope with living in
a small home. As in Fred's home, privacy is harder
to obtain-- the rooms are cramped and each one
has many uses.
Getting Out of the House
The easiest way to deal with the lack of space
is to go outside where there is lots of room.
This is the reason Fred prefers the warmer sea-
sons,because then he is not cooped up in the
kitchen. Porches, front steps, or just the pro-
perty itself, are all valuable extensions of the
home's living, as well as storage areas. This
last point explains the importance of having at
least one shed where stuff from the house can
be stored out of the way.
Large lots act as a partial compensation for
the small house sizes and this is one amenity
valued by the blacks. Fred wouldn't mind liv-
ing in a small house, but he definitely wanted
enough land around him so he could have a gar-
den. In Bigwoods one woman appreciated the
fact that "there's no one right in each other's
muth. We have breathin' space." In Chester-
town, the black community does not have this
abundance of land and so the outside use pat-
terns are concentrated in the streets and back-
yards. Since the backyards are usually only
large enough to build a few sheds in and store
items in, the streets become the center of
the people's activities. The homes have porches
or front steps and during the year people sit
on them, chat with neighbors, and watch the
various street activities. Cars are parked in
front, and they too become centers for socializing.
The difference between Chestertown's outdoor space
and the outdoor space found in the Backwoods cor-
munities is that it is public and shared by the
community. It serves as an extension of the
interior of the homes but not as a way of
maintaining privacy, for whenever one leaves
the home he is immediately exposed to the rest
of the community.
Mulitiple Uses of Rooms
Having fewer rooms in a home means that each
room has to serve several purposes and to also
hold more people. For instance, both the grand-
father and the boys may share a bedroom, living
rooms are sometimes used as sleeping areas, and
the kitchen is used for cooking, washing, or just
sitting around. The living room and kitchen
seem to be the stage for most activities through-
out the day. In order to change the room's use
all the people need to do is to move a few ob-
jects around. For example, the daily routine
in Fred's home would have his kitchen acting
as a room for dressing, washing, cooking, sit-
ting, or entertaining. The clue to the par-
ticular use at any moment would be the arrange-
ment of the chairs and whether the objects
placed on the table were for eating, washing,
writing, etc.
Because of this intensive use of the rooms
throughout the day, the needs expressed by
blacks to get outside and for privacy are under-
standable. But the blacks also have an attach-
ment to these rooms, the result of years of use,
of memories, and of habit. It is where the
children and sometimes the parents were raised.
Scattered around them on the walls and shelves
are all the pictures and other objects collected
over the years. "The kitchen's my favorite. I
like being in it though its not very big. But
I like it and I love to cook. I sew in there
and the T.V. is in there during the day. My
sister asked, 'Don't the walls close in?' But I
like it and I'm all the time with my kids."
Many people I interviewed would spend most of
the day in one room and they seemed happy about
it, pointing to how they had everything around
them that they needed. To them however, getting
outside was still important.
The dining room table
Seeking Privacy
"When we all lived here (seven kids), Mom had
her room, the boys and the grandfather shared
one, and the girls had theirs. We had bunks.
There was a little fussin' and fightin' but we
just faced it." Another family raised 16 chil-
dren in their four room townhouse. One man
who lives in a trailer with his wife and four
children likes to go visiting relatives at
night and on weekends because "the house is so
crowded I just need to get away."
Obtaining privacy is very difficult in these
homes, because there just are not enough rooms.
As a result various forms of adaptive behavior
patterns have developed. Remember that William
goesi into the bedroom every night when he comes
home from work. Often to get away, members of
a family will take a portable T.V. into the bed-
room -- thus the importance of having several
T.V.'s in the home. "My daughter has her room
with a television and she stays there. The
boys will take this T.V. up to their room.
Grandpop goes to bed before the sun goes down,
and when Jonus comes in he goes to bed. So I'll
be in this room by myself." The natural ten-
dency is for each member -of the family to have
a special place in the home where they will go
to be "alone." Some retreat to their bedrooms,
others exert control over the kitchen table, etc.
Yet the right to use a place as one's own is us-
ually related to specific times of the day. since
during other times the space may be needed for
other activities. For example, the privacy Wil-
liam gains by retreating to the bedroom lasted
only until Fred and Mary come in to watch T.V.
or to go to bed.
These patterns of privacy do not mean that the
families do not ever come together. In fact,
watching T.V. as a family appears to be one of
the most popular activities in many homes. It's
a chance for everyone to pile into the living
room to share a good time. At these moments
being crowded is fun rather than an inconven-
ience, a nice alternative to the other moments
when one has to work at being alone.
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Meaning of the Home To Some It Means Suffering
In several ways, the home plays an important
role in the life of the rural blacks. It is
their major source of investment, since paying
the food, utility and house bills frequently
leaves little money for other things. It is
also a large source of inconvenience, because
there is often no running water, the rooms
are small, etc. Cutting through both of these
issues of investment and inconvenience are the
traditional roles that the "home" plays; the
years of living in one place, the raising of
a family, and the security of having a place
of one's own. Thus, the home has the potential
of being either a great joy to some rural blacks,
while to others it represents the possibility
of a great deal of suffering.
"I built this home 25 years ago. I had to pay a
monthly mortgage that was equivalent to six
months rent. It meant my wife had to go to work,
and because she did she's now crippled and con-
fined to bed. So I may have got the house paid
off, but I ain't got nothin' now!" And then
with a disgusted gesture with his hands the re-
tired black concluded, "It wasn't worth it, I
should've rented all these years, my life would'
would've been a lot easier."
To many, the home is more a source of suffering
than anything else. The conditions are bad, the
costs are too high, or it is not the type of
place they would like to live in. But because
of the shortage of good homes or money, there is
often no place else to go, no other home that
they can afford. As explained in this chapter,
they have had to adapt to living in small homes,
to having no utilities, and to the constant pro-
blem of getting the most for the least cost,
etc. These are all issues of which they are
constantly aware of and have to face every day.
Sometimes the inconveniences are so great it's
hard to think of the home as anything special,
it is "just something they've gotten used to."
"My Home Is the Most Important Thing"
"This is m home and I have lived in it all my
life, it used to belong to my grandparents."
"I like living right here, I don't know why.
We've been here so long you just get used to it.
Even if they tore down this place and built
new it wouldn't be the same. We would be used
to the spot, that's all!"
The attachment to the family home by blacks is
often very strong. Like the attachment to one's
community, it's very hard to leave a lifetime
home or to think of it as anything but special
(despite the hardships). They have invested
time and money in the home and so it represents
a personal achievement as well as the family
home. "It looks nice in here," or "if I had
ten extra I would invest it in my home. Every-
thing I has goes to the house. It's a shame
to pay rent for 20 years and not to have any-
thing to show for it afterwards."
For younger blacks obtaining a home is important
for they recognize the value of owning and hav-
ing their own place. "The most important thing
is for me to build a new house. You've got to
have a place to live." "I bought this house
because I figured sometime in life you got to
buy. If you're putting money out you'd like to
have something to show for it, to have something
of your own. I figure on making this into my
dream house."
They also view the home as a lifetime endeavor,
something they will be able to improve and en-
large over the years. It represents their
dreams of better days, of having a real nice place
place someday. Few imagine they will ever live
anywhere else because of the cost. "I figure
on making it right here, unless some real big
money comes along. But I know the way it is."
They settle for what they are able to buy and
take pride in that.
Dreams and Images of the Big Home
What blacks would like versus what they expect
to obtain in housing is very different. Many
have dreams of the big home that whites live in,
but they know they are only dreams unless the
'big money' comes along.
Obviously the dream of the big home comes from
an awareness of what whites have; homes that
many work in, seen on T.V., or learned about in
other ways. "When I was a teenager I used to
look at the magazines and look at the big houses
in there. I had a girlfriend, before segrega-
tion was ever thought of who was a white girl.
My mother worked for her grandparents. I used
to go visit her, I just loved that house. It
was a red brick house on the edge of town. I
couldn't wait for her grandfather to pick my
mom up on Saturdays so I could spend the day
with her. They wasn't rich, there was just a
big living room, a dining room with a big table,
and a big kitchen. Now I always dream of a big
house. Three or four rooms down, an upstairs,
big stairs, and a big kitchen." But they know
the dream usually stops there, that blacks al-
ways live in smaller homes than whites, that
bding white means it'seasier to get a big home.*
*Fred and Mary always would encourage me in my
work by saying, "Just think, someday you'll make
lots of money and will have a nice big home."
To them this seemed like a very natural cycle
for whites.
The Black's Home
Though many blacks dream about the white's home,
they know their limits. Still there is a large
range of housing possibilities open to them from
building a new bungalow, to owning a farmhouse,
to renting. As mentioned earlier the most im-
portant goal for most blacks is to own their
own home and then to fix it up and add on to it
over the years. The homes which many of them
dream about, or are choosing to buy today, are
the section homes and other new bungalow styles.
These homes are seen as being nice homes and
big enough for a family.
A new section home- the most popular homes today-
and the trailer it replaced.
Not every family has the choice of what type of
home they will live in however. Many set their
goals lower, hoping to expand or decorate a smal-
ler home which they can afford at the moment.
The standards they strive for are not those of
most whites. Instead it's the nicer black homes
within the communities that they choose to emu-
late. Thus, the standards are closer to their
own and easier to obtain.
Variables in Housing
There are several variables which affect the
type or condition of the homes specific indivi-
duals own. Some of the variables relate to the
ability of a homeowner to invest, others to
their interest or desire to do so. Following
are descrippions of the six major variables
relating to investment decisions which I was
able to detect through my interviews and obser-
vations. I have kept the descriptions short
since the variables are actually a summary of
many issues discussed in other chapters.
It is important to stress that all of the black
homes are not run down and dilapidated. On the
contrary, not only is there a range in the house
types but also in their conditions. Even within
each community (except for the newer suburban
ones) there is a marked variety from house to
house. Next to a rundown farmhouse will sit a
new bungalow, across from them a fixed up farm-
house, and next to it a trailer.*
*The variety is much greater in range than typ-
ical white neighborhoods, not so muchin the age
or styles of the homes,but definitely in the
range of conditions.
Stage of Life Cycle
The stage of life that one is at greatly affects
the interest in the home. Younger families are
thinking of buying or building. "I'm still
young and I still want a big house." "The most
important thing is to build, I have got to have
a place to live." For them, they see a long
life ahead and thus have made plans to invest
in order to create a certain security in the
future.
On the other hand older people do not look as
far into the future. Many of them also own
homes already, but are less willing or able to
invest in their maintenance. "Poor things go-
ing down now. I don't have enough energy or
money to fix it. I lost my husband and I haven't
done anything to it. Now I got so old I just
hope it last as long as me." For the elderly,
taking a loan is out of the question since
many do not have the income to pay for it.
Others figure they will die before it is paid
off. Yet, since these are also their lifetime
homes they are usually very interested in see-
ing them taken care of. Sometimes the chil-
dren are a means of help through either direct
aid or by moving their own familiy into the
home and assuming future maintenance costs,
since they expect one day to own the home them-
selves.
The ability to pay is the problem for most of
the blacks. Without money one can not own a
home, without a lot of money one must settle for
a small home. The amount of money one makes
directly affects the type of hoe one buys or
how much one can invest in it. A steady job
is needed to be iable to make monthly mortgage
payments. Without a steady source of income
people have to take smaller loans to reduce the
risk of foreclosure. A smaller loan means a
smaller house.
Age has a lot of effects on the availability of
money. If one is young there may be a relative-
ly good income but there also are the expenses
of a family. Elderly people are often unem-
ployed, and though their homes may be paid for,
there are still heating and maintenance costs,
as well as new expenses such as medical bills.
Their only sources of income are social security,
medicade, and possibly family aid.
Skills and Self-Help
The degree to which one can improve one's home
through self-help often determines whether one
has a nice home or one that is run down. Yet,
not all blacks have the skills necessary to do
self-help improvements on their homes. They
may not have the proper tools, the time, or the
energy. Thus, some build themselves entire
homes while others must wait for some extra
money or some help from a relative or friend.
Elderly people are especially disadvantaged
since they may have the skills, but they are
physically unable to do the necessary work.
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Money
Home Ownership/Renting
Assistance from members of a family can also in-
fluence the quality of black homes. As explained
in the chapter on Community and Family, the in-
heriting of land or a house and the purchasing
of land at a cheap price from the family are
two ways that the family makes it easier for
children to start out on their own. The family
Helping Network is also a major source of other
types of aid (i.e., helping to build, loaning of
tools, loaning of money). It also means that
since a mother can leave her baby with the grand-
mother during the day, she can work to supplement
the family income. Thus, a larger mortgage and a
better home.
The Community
The effect of community is probably the least in-
fluential of all the variables, but what did
seem important was whether the people felt that
the communities were improving or growing. Me-
litota "didn't seem to be going anywhere," while
Bigwoods people "are building a lot of new homes.
It's a nice community." Attitudes seem to be
an important factor in investment, and if a
black has a good job and can afford to build
anywhere, often he will not choose to stay in a
rundown community (even if it is his family's)
Improvements and investment are also contagious.
If one person paints his home, his neighbor may,
and so starts the chain reaction. Thus, a sense
of community is an important variable in attrac-
ting new people or encouraging improvement in
one's home.
Home ownership is the most important of all var-
iables affecting housing. The simplestexample
illustrating this point is the fact that the
rental units in Chestertown are easily the
worst housing in the county. Home ownership
provides a major incentive for investment be-
cause of the interest one has in the improvements,
the security of investment, as well as the right
to invest in the improvements.
As explained, many home owners want to have nice
homes and will work at fixing them up, etc.
While renters would like to have the same stan-
dards, they hesitate to invest in improvements
in the buildings where they live since they don't
own them. Instead, their efforts are primarily
concentrated in decorating the interiors and
buying furniture and other things that they "can
take with us when we move." To them it seems
silly to invest in fixing a window or painting
the house, since the landlord would benefit from
such improvements. One younger man, who rents an
apartment in a barrack, has built shelves, cabi-
nets, a shed, put down a new floor, and placed a
new lock on the door. He did all this in order
to make his apartment into a nice place. However,
he prided himself on the fact that he built every-
thing so it could be removed and put in his future
home.
The problem for renters is that because they do
not own the buildings and do not want to invest
(and shouldn't have to) in their maintenance,
they are then dependent on the landlord to do it.
But the "owners don't do anything because the
people have nowhere to go. They do nothing to
improve them. We were going to have a rent strike
to get the landlord to fix the places up, but the
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older people were afaid of losing their homes."
The buildings haven't been painted for 30 years,
there is no water, and windows and doors need re-
pair, but it'susually impossible to get these things
tended to. So the people stay and accept it because
the rents are low.
The right to control one's environment is also
a major factor in ownership. If one owns a
home, he has the right to put up fences, etc.,
to keep people out, he has the right to use the
land or home in whatever way he wants, he can
change a place as he sees fit, and he can sell
it or give it away. (See Chapter I on control,
page 7 .) For renters many of these rights do
not exist unless they have gained the right to
exert control because of the length of their
tenure. But all of these issues of control af-
fect whether a renter improves his home (or is
allowed to). Are they allowed to keep a place
dirty if they like, can they hang things on the
wall, can they keep the landlord out? Owner-
ship not only relates to the interest and in-
vestment one has in his home but also the right
to have those concerns.
V
Coping With Poverty and Prejudice
'I% -
Introduction
"Whites are assimilated by choice, in most cases,
and black people are assimilated out of neces-
sity."
-- Topper Carew
Every aspect of the blacks' environment is af-
fected by the knowledge that there are many
things that they will never have, and that what
they do have is downgraded by whites. A coping
strategy has evolved over the years to help
blacks deal with poverty and prejudice by es-
tablishing a framework of common values and
goals that reinforce what they do have access to
and control over. In short, blacks have gotten
used to having less in order to minimize the
frustration that is inevitable from them trying
to succeed in white society.
The importance of this "black way of thinking"
is the great effect that it has had on their
lifestyle and environment. The home and the
community in themselves are physical examples of
its effect on the environment, but the "way of
thinking" has also influenced the blacks' atti-
tudes on the issues of investment, mobility, jobs
and themselves. These issues are all very tight-
ly woven into the environment and, in order to
design and plan for these blacks, it is impor-
tant to understand their "way of thinking" and
the importance of the coping mechanisms that
they presently employ to deal with poverty and
prejudice.
As will be pointed out in the rest of the chap-
ter the coping strategy has both its good and
bad points. While it's function is to help
blacks deal with their immediate problems, the
consequence is that they neither take risks nor
explore the system. By having limited aspira-
tions, many blacks avoid the frustrations that
come from trying to get ahead in a white soci-
ety. But this is a double-edged sword in that
it has encouraged them to stop exploring al-
ternatives open to them and to also stop ques-
tioning whites. Additionally, in order to set
up a strategy which reinforces the blacks' values,
segregation or isolation from whites and their
values is necessary. Thus the two races see
each other at a distance, which leads to pro-
blems not only of misunderstanding but of dis-
couraging integration.
Powerlessness (no control or sense of control)
and coping play as important a role in the
daily lives of the blacks as do the conditions
of their homes, etc. The rest of this chapter
and thesis will be spent explaining how these
concepts relate to the lifestyles of the rural
blacks and then on interweaving them with issues
already presented in order to develop some pol-
ies for improvements.
Powe rlessness
"Your America"
In jobs, housing, behavior, etc., blacks are
constantly restricted by the fact that whites
control their access to the system and its re-
sources. The whites are the ones who supply
the jobs, run the banks, make the laws, and
who, by creating conditions which have effec-
tively denied blacks access to the system,
are in one sense responsible for the poverty
of the blacks. For example, one black woman
talked of the difficulty she had finding land
outside her community. "My father helped me look
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for land. He said, 'Do you mind me going around
there (the new white community) and looking for
you?' I said, 'It's allrightbut shoot you go
there and we won't find no land no how.' I was
very doubtful. There was no colored people out
there and I just figured."
"Then I was told about a job with Social Service.
I was doubtful about that too, so I went over
and talked with them. Then I went home and told
my Mom I ain't got that job because they ain't
got many of our people in there. Then when I
got the job I was so tickled I didn't know what
to do, I jumped up and down and hoot and hol-
lered'"
In many cases society has not helped blacks and
in fact has exploited them. "All of us around
here do the same kind of work, and get nothing
for it."
Since nothing has really been done to improve
the overall situation and the blacks do not
have access to the controls to effect a change,
they have learned not to expect anything from
whites until they actually see it, and if some-
thing does come they expect low quality. When
there was talk about the new housing project
for Chestertown, the blacks showed an interest
but generally expected "to be dead and gone
before this happens." "The project is really for
middle income people, you just wait and see,"
or that "they ain't going to put up too much mon-
ey for low income people."
The blacks' general mistrust of "The Man" is
based not only on isolated incidents but, as
can be seen from their various comments on the
home and on work, there is a general feeling
that the whites control the blacks' daily lives
by exclusion. Blacks are basically delegated
to the lowest levels of white society, and the
whites try to keep them there. "Some blacks
have their own construction business, but that
kind of thing doesn't happen often because if
the boss thinks they have learned too much,
they'll let them go. But if you play dumb all
the time you'll learn more. The whites don't
want you to know more than they know."
Tension Between the Races
"I always thought relations between the two
races has always been good. It's just nothing
has hardly been done to improve the economics.
But there's always been a good relationship."
Despite the fact that the blacks are all acutely
aware of the existing inequalities, they have
seemed to bury within themselves their negative
feelings against the whites.* Instead they will
complain about the conditions or will wonder
why the whites are prejudiced. Rarely is hate
expressed. It is as if they fear the controls
whites have over their lives and the possible
consequences of them complaining -- the loss
of a job, the condemning of a home, etc.
"There's never been no trouble with whites
around here, thank the Lord (the one who is
protective and more powerful than the whites)."
Robert Coles brought this point out in an inter-
view of a black youth from Roxbury who was speak-
ing of his father. "He asked me if I didn't like
what my mother had gone and cooked for us. I
said yes I did, I always did. Then he said that
was why he keeps his cool; if he got wise and
started fighting with the white man, he'd soon
be out of a job, and we'd have no money, and no
food, and we'd starve to death. There's a dif-
*Obviously, since I am white they might not have
expressed their feelings as strongly to me.
ference between a lot of big talk and what you've
got to do if you want your wife and kids to eat."i
In order to survive the blacks have had to learn
to limit their expressionsof anger to the home
and in conversations with each other. But that
too is kept to a minimum so that reality can be for-
gotten. "Often I've thought to myself, 'If I was
white I bet they would have...' We have said
that many times in our mind and we have even said
it to each other. I think a lot of colored peo-
ple have said this."
Thus, when they claim there are no problems be-
tween the races they are probably referring to
overt conflict such as the riots of the 1960's.
But there are fears, hatreds, and feelings of
bitterness on the part of both whites and blacks.
Since the whites are dominant however, and since
both races are able to retreat to their own re-
spective environments, there are few if any erup-
tions caused by the underlying racial conflicts
in Kent County.
"No Use Taking a Chance and Losing It All"
What continually surfaced in my intereviews was
the extent to which blacks have had to adapt, es-
pecially in their "Way of Thinking," to external
controls by whites. Most of them are very hesi-
tant about taking risks to achieve standards
above that of a typical black. "The foreman was
telling me that I should leave the black laborers
union and join the carpenters local, that I was
better at carpentry than three-fourths of those
working with him now. But I told him that it
wouldn't be worth it because right now I'm high
up in the laborers union. If I joined the car-
penters, come bad times I'd be one of the first
ones layed off. So I said no thanks, I'll stay
right here."
The reason why this black man and others like
him have chosen to hold onto jobs that are tra-
ditionally for blacks is that those jobs are
secure. To take higher paying and skilled jobs
puts them in competition with whites, a compe-
tition they expect will be decided on the basis
of their color rather than on their skills.
They feel very little control over their fate,
and thus usually choose to remain where they are
rather than risk the consequences of venturing
into the white's world.
This "Way of Thinking" is directed not only to-
wards jobs, but also towards attitudes about
homes, mortgages, mobility, etc. Basically,
there is little exploration outside of the blacks'
value and goals system because of their feat of
failure. These issues have been researched ex-
tensively in the Behavioral Sciences under the
area of Powerlessness or, as Martin Seligman
calls it, Helplessness. The emphasis is on
the passive response of individuals, such as
the rejection of a good job. The point Selig-
man makes is that there is no such state as no
response, but it is rather a passive response.
An individual chooses passivity, or decides on
it, or is reinforced in his choice of it because
he expects that responding is futile, and thus
passivity costs less. Further, in research on
stress it appears that "expectation of control-
ability" of the environment rather than the ob-
jective conditions of controllability becomes
the crucial factor in alleviating a sense of
helplessness.2
Blacks, whose expectations of control are very
low, have developed a passive response in many
of their encounters with white society. In lieu
of the potential frustrations, they often take
the safest options open to them. "We chose to
build a section home because at the time we didn't
have the money to build from stone. It was the
cheapest way out. No use going overboard and
losing it.!"
"The Way It Has to Be" Coping
Because there are so few options open to blacks
and since they are powerless to challenge the
white system, the black's life almost becomes
a series of non-choices. The reason the choices
are limited is related not only to income but to
color. For those blacks who have not gone to
the city, the consequence of having few choices
or options available to them is that they know
what to expect from their lives. Their dreams
are limited and they expect to achieve the same
things as other blacks in the area. It's some-
thing "you just get stuck in."
"Cause we was blacks that's all you could expect,
you Know, construction jobs and stuff. We knowed
in Chestertown we couln't go in (this bar), so
why would we try. There's a lot of things we
knowed we could expect. It was a hurtin thing
to see that the white had more than we did. But
we adjusted to it cause we knew that's the way
it had to be."
"Getting used to it" means accepting what they
have got. Their lack of control over their
lives (powerlessness) means that, besides avoid-
ing frustration by not exploring alternatives,
they must also accept what they have and the
choices available to them. This limiting of
their aspirations helps the blacks reduce their
frustration and sets the framework for their
coping strategy. (See pg.113 for the choices
blacks make.)
Through the generations that the blacks have
lived in these communities, they have learned
how to make their environment work for them des-
pite the constraints of poverty and prejudice.
Sure they are aware of the level of their jobs
and the quality of their homes. Sure they wish
things were different all around, but still they
feel thoroughly (not defensively) proud of their
achievements. 3 Pride is an important factor, for
without it there is frustration, self-pity, and
a sense of helplessness. Because of the readers'
own values, the previous descriptions of the
communities and the home could be misinterpreted
and the reader might draw the conclusion that
they have few positive qualities. Yet there is
the community pride, the self-help initiative,
the pride in the home, etc.
Coping Strategy
What I found among these blacks was a Coping
Strategy4 that had developed over time as a re-
sult of their adapting to the external constraints
of society. The strategy consists of various
patterns formed by the many adjustments the
blacks have made in order to obtain and use re-
sources for their benefit to solve problems. 5
Turning down a higher level job, building a
house in the family's community, or building an
addition and doing the work oneself are just a
few examples of the patterns that have evolved
in the rural blacks' coping strategy. These
patterns can be either conscious or subconsci-
ous, explicit or implicit. 6
The important element of the coping strategy is
that the blacks are choosing among perceived
available options. 7 As explained earlier, the
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expectation of controllability is the crucial
factor in alleviating the sense of helplessness.
By recognizing what they cannot obtain and choos-
ing from, and making decisions on what is left,
they have been able to develop a sense of control
over their lives and to minimize frustration.
This concept of looking at the acts which people
can perform within the boundaries and constraints
of society has been labelled Discretionary Con-
trol by Sandra Howell. The concept deals with
the following questions: What are the controls
people have? What are the controls that they
perceive themselves as having? And finally, how
do they use reality and their perceptions of it
to make decisions relative to their environment?
The concept implies a choice strategy within a
constraint system. Thus,for example,because
many blacks own their homes and land, they have
the right to build or not to build (to modify),
to keep people off the land (to exclude), to
farm the land or to decorate it (to use), or to
sell it or subdivide it among their children (to
transfer).
One type of choice is the "non-decision" or to
choose not to act. A good example of a non-
decision is the large number of blacks who have
chosen to work out of state while continuing to
live in Kent County. Their choice not to move
is based on the number of benefits they would
lose by leaving their hone communities (owner-
ship, family support network, etc.). Like the
one carpenter's laborer who turned down the of-
fer for a better job, many of the non-decisions
are choices to avoid challenging the white sys-
tem; yet they are perceived as a choice! Thus
the blacks have used the choices available to
them to shape their environment into its exis-
ting form today, into something they are proud of.
Black Subculture
An'important factor in the Coping Strategy for
these blacks is that it is reinforced by their
Social Network. This network consists not only
of the immediate family but of an extended help-
ing network as well. (See Chapter 3, page 34.)
Supporting the Social Network are a set of
shared meanings unique to their sub-population.
These shared meanings have developed over time
from the blacks repeated and consensual use of
the coping strategies. "Getting used to not
having what the whites have" is the attitude
which sets the stage for the coping strategy.
This attitude must be reinforced or shared by
the Social Network which acts as a collective
coping system. Otherwise if one is alone in
the belief that he is poor because he is black
or because of his inadequate personal qualities,
it will be more difficult for the individual
to maintain a sufficient self-image and sense of
control upon which coping mechanisms can be de-
veloped. 8
"In order to survive" the blacks have had to
adapt to the white culture as it is. Yet since
they are not free to participate in that struc-
ture, the consequence of all their strategies
has been the development of a black subculture
with its own set of goals and values. 9 Much of
this subculture is hidden from or misunderstood
by the whites because it is a "Way of Thinking"
that the blacks have developed in order to ob-
tain and use resources, a "Way of Thinking' that
by necessity is very different from that of
whites. "Acting dumb" in order to learn job
skills, the manner of decorating a home, and
the continuity in the Backwoods communities are
just a few examples of the black subculture.
Soe Coping Stategies
Within the Coping Strategies there are several
sub-strategies employed by the blacks to increase
their control or sense of control over the environ-
ment. The emergence of a black subculture is
just one consequence of the combined effects of
the individual strategies. The community form,
the decoration of the homes, and investment and
mobility patterns are a few others. Following
is a brief summary of the major strategies and
the controls they provide for blacks.
Isolation/Segregation
While segregation was once strongly enforced by
society, it also served as a coping device for
blacks. With segregated communities the blacks'
lifestyles were less affected by the control of
whites. Isolation served to reduce the number,,
scope,and the intensity of problems with which
they had to cope by allowing them to avoid inter-
racial contact whenever possible. 10
Though most blacks own their homes and land (which
gives them the rights to exclude, to use, to mod-
ify, and to transfer), segregation of the Back-
wood communities has created an additional sense
of control because the communities are sub-con-
sciously considered off limits to whites by whites.
This "right to exclude" at the community scale
is supportive of the development of the black
subculture because the communities are rarely
penetrated by whites. Because of this, the
smaller scale decisions blacks make affecting
their environment will be beyond the view and
criticism of whites,* and their subculture is thus
able to function independently.
*The one black community openly criticized has al-
ways been the ghetto in Chestertown. This is
partly because it is in the daily view of whites
as well as a "threat" to the whites' own community.
Group-Oriented
Because there are few resources or opportunities
readily available to blacks, they have used a
group-oriented strategy to reinforce and share
scarce resources. Here the individual, instead
of relying on himself, turns to the group for
help since it is able to build up a larger pool
of resources.11 This "collective coping" was
alluded to in the discussions on family and
friendship networks in chapter 3 where, for in-
stance, a grandmother would babysit for her
grandchildren so her daughter could go to work.
Additionally, there is also the sharing of tools,
skills, and storage space. Sometimes if a fam-
ily's house is too crowded a relative will take
in one of the children temporarily. One man who
may have access to scrap materials at a building
site will salvage them for others to use on their
homes.
Because the Backwoods communities are a unique
combination of the extended family and the church,
there are many groups to which the individual can
go for help. Additionally, being black may serve
an individual when he is outside of the community
(e.g.. the Blacks Laborer Union). The consequence
of having access to the resources of these various
groups is that the blacks are able to exert more
control over their environments. Job opportun-
ities, fixing of the home, getting property cheap
from the family, etc., are all examples of in-
creased opportunities that blacks have created
for themselves by pooling their resources.
Informal vs. Formal
Cutting across the previous strategies is the
issue of whether the blacks use the formal chan-
nels of organizations and institutions or their
own informal social networks for obtaining access
to resources and increasing their sense of con-
trol. 1 2 The discussion on the Group Oriented
strategy stressed the amount of reliance the
blacks presently place on their social network
for such things. In fact, the original need for
such a limited coping strategy became necessary
because the constraints of society limited
the blacks' access to the system. Thatin com-
bination with the paucity of institutional aid
since, has reinforced their non-expectations of
help from working within these formal channels.
Instead, the blacks take what they can get when
programs, money, etc. are made available, re-s
alizing that the few formal channels that are
opened for them are often closed down later on
(as was, for example, the War on Poverty by the
Republican Administration).
The other problem with formal channels such as
low interest loans or subsidized rent is that
the solutions are neither structured to fit
into the blacks present value system or coping
strategy, nor do they give the blacks any real
access to opportunities in white society. All
of these things make the blacks wary when it
comes to expecting too much from the use of these
channels. (The effects of Social Security, Wel-
fare, loans, etc. on mobility will be discussed
in mors detail later on in this chapter, p. 1 1 7 .)
Generalized and Specialized
The blacks take on a range of low level jobs in
the county -- from those of maids and janitors,
to farm workers, factory and construction labor-
ers, and finally to teaching and nursing. Be-
cause these are the only jobs they can get, many
of the jobs have become associated with blacks
as a group. This is the result of acoping
strategy which is a combination of a Generalized
Strategy and a Specialized Strategy. A Gener-
alized Strategy means accepting relatively un-
skilled work, whereas a Specialized Strategy
means specializing in certain occupations. The
advantage of the generalized strategy is that by
accepting unskilled work, the blacks are able
to fill a wider range of employment opportunities.
Yet because they have "monopolized" the lower
paying and least desirable jobs (a specialzed
strategy) they have been able to avoid competi-
tion with the white labor force. In factmany
have turned down job offers which would put
them in competition with whites (the one carpen-
ter's laborer already mentioned is a good exam-
ple).
Having a Specialized Strategy provides the blacks
access to greater control of their environment.
Their monopoly of certain job types is similar
to land tenure and gives them the right to fill
job openings with their own kind, to control the
way they are treated as a group (versus the po-
tential abuse of a single black on a job), and
finally to cover up for each other in times of
need. This sort of control, when combined with
the Group-Oriented strategy, means that the
blacks can help each other out by providing ac-
cess to jobs and security, even if they are only
low level jobs. The strategy provides the blacks
with a flexibility by helping individuals learn
necessary skills and work habits while the group
serves as a buffer between the individuals and
the employer.
The problems with such a group-oriented system
is that although it provides the knowledge,
skills, and opportunities for mobility, that
mobility is limited to only the general area
that blacks already have access to. The skills
taught are only adequate for those low level
jobs that whites themselves do not want. The
other problem with the support-network is that
since it provides many of the coping mechanisms,
it is hard to break away from it and move on to
better jobs. These are a few of the problems
of the Coping Strategy which are discussed fur-
ther at the end of this chapter.
Controls and Choices
In this section I examine the controls rural
blacks have and the decisions they make relative
to the environment (discretionary controls).
The type and degree of controls blacks have are
a result of the choices created by their coping
strategies. For instance, many blacks own their
homes and land, and this ownership guarantees them
certain types of control. However, the isolation
and group-oriented strategies have enabled more
blacks to become owners, as well as fix and main-
tain their homes. The increased number of con-
trols and choices available to blacks has made
their lives more flexible. Following is a dis-
cussion of the controls blacks have or perceive
they have, how they use those controls, their
priorities in making decisions, and some of the
environmental consequences of those decisions.
Land and Community Controls
The evolution of the Backwood's community form
and its social network is a consequence of blacks'
control over their environment. It also creates
a framework that generates even more controls for
the blacks. The importance of the ownership of
land can not be overstressed. With the right to
subdivide their land, several important aspects
of the Coping Strategy have been able to devel-
op over the years -- the family and social net-
works, a sense of continuity or tenure (the re-
sult of several generations of one family being
raised in the same community), and also the blacks'
independent subculture.
Many controls have resulted from these develop-
ments. Being isolated, the blacks feel comfor-
table with their own capabilities and values and
proceed to exercise more control over their en-
vironment and they feel safe from the threat of
white interference in what is legally theirs.
This was brought out by one black couple who
bought land in a white community only "after we
couldn't get land of our own color. We were a
little afraid about how the whites would act at
first. We certainly didn't want no stuff from
the people out there, just for them to stay on
their little land and us on ours."
As mentioned earlier, the social network has
provided the blacks with more control over ac-
cess to jobs and to scarce resources, such as
construction materials and skills. Thus it pro-
vides them with a greater range of decisions in
their homes and lifestyle. Since the network
is closely linked to the family, the church,
and the community, this again points to the value
of ownership and isolation.
Choice and the Quality Index
A major way to encourage one to act in one's
own environment is to reduce the chance of fail-
ure. The coping strategy approaches Lhis in two
directions -- first, by increasing the blacks'
opportunities and controls, and second, by re-
inforcing the lower goals of the subculture. The
result is that many of the people have, as point-
ed out earlier in this chapter, a set of attain-
able goals and values. Thus, their priorities
are often quite different from those of whites,
so it logically follows that they will also
choose to exercise their controls differently.
Owning a car is one of the major priorities of
blacks because "that's what makes the bread and
butter" by either serving as transportation to
an out-of-state job or as a work vehicle -- for
construction or the delivery of fire wood, for
example. The car also represents status. "We
may not have the things that whites have, like
running water, but we do have two cars!"
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The home is the major area where blacks exert
their control because "it's the most important
thing, you've got to have a place to live."
Yet, as was discussed in chapter 4, the blacks
are limited in what they can do with their homes.
Water and toilets are not a priority, but trying
to fix their home up in a simple way is. I found
that the blacks, when discussing their homes,
were consistent in the ordering of their prior-
ities. This "Quality Index" was reflected in
the priorities of the blacks who were planning
on making changes in their homes. First they
wanted to improve the Face or appearance of their
homes by either replacing the exterior siding,
painting, or by fixing up the yard with flowers
and bushes, etc. Second, they would plan on
Functional improvements such as building addi-
tions, patching roofs, fixing the steps, install-
ing insulation. Their final set of priorities,
Luxuries, are more a set of dreams, such as
having a big home one day or getting water.
The inexpensive decoration methods and "poor peo-
ples shrines" are examples of settling for less
in order to save money.
An important aspect of the blacks' control over
their environment is the way they spend their
money. Since money is limited it is used to pur-
chase items the coping strategy can not provide
directly, like T.V.s, furniture, stereos, and
cars. Then, in fixing up their homes, they use
the resources of the Social Network -- scrap
materials, self-help, and borrowed tools. This
allows money to be spent on items unavailable
through the Network. By allocating their money
this way, blacks are able to obtain more than
was formerly possible. Yet, it also means that
some items in the blacks' environment are "tacky"
-- like the wall decorations and house additions,
while others are quite "nice" (like T.V.'s and
cars). It is this set of priorities and this
allocation of resources that is often misunder-
stood by those outside the black subculture
who misinterpret the blacks' actions as a lack
of concern for their home, or as irresponsible
spending.
Ownership
A final and essential point in the discussion of
controls is the importance of ownership. It alone
provides an individual with access to all the
modes of control: exclusion, modification, use,
and transference. However, the controls gained
through ownership are themselves limited by how
much the owners can afford to spend to exercise
these controls. Thus the value of the coping
strategy, which makes more resources available,
to them, is doubly important.
Following is a list of controls that blacks have
as owners, and which they have used to shape
their environment -- especially their homes and
communities.
Controls
to claim and mark territory
to put up a fence
to plant bushes
to decorate with flowers, ornaments, etc.
to expand by putting on additions, etc.
to build a house
to use one's land as a garden, for a group of
sheds, or as a lawn
to fix one's home with paint, new siding, or a
roof
to choose the objects for the home -- a T.V.,
furniture, collectables, old stove, etc.
to sell, subdivide, or give away one's land
and home to one's children, relatives, or
whomever
to tell people to stay off one's land, or to
invite them in
to choose to allow the home to become rundown
by investing one's money elsewhere, such as in
the children's education, a car, or a T.V..
to fill one's house with as much stuff as de-
sired or to keep it relatively uncluttered.
Renters: It is important to realize how many
of these controls renters do not have. They
gain some with tenure, but otherwise, the blacks
who rent in the county have the additional pro-
blems of not being able to do:
Renters Non-choices
to subdivide their land
to expand or add on to the house
to tell the landlord to stay out
to keep the home cluttered
to fix up the home's exterior
to choose to let the home become rundown
Renters still have some controls, but their pri-
orities are different from those of other blacks
who own. For instance, a major priority of ren-
ters is saving money to buy. Others will invest
more money in material objects than in the upkeep
of the home which is the landlord's responsibility.
Renters Controls
to claim or mark territory
to decorate the interior or exterior of
the home
to choose objects for the home
to tell people (except landlord) to stay
off the land
to move
Negative Effects of Coping
The Coping Strategy serves the rural blacks by
providing them with access to many resources as
well as with a greater sense of control. But in
a certain sense it is still only an adaptive
process which is built upon the original notion
of "getting used to the fact that whites have
more." Thus, although they are able to exert
control over their own environment, they still
recognize their "powerlessness" in white soci-
e ty.
The coping strategy has some merits in that it
improves the blacks' overall environment, but in
the same way it encourages lower goals and the
non-exploration of alternatives outside their
network. Thus, the strategy serves as a double-
edged sword because, on one hand, it minimizes
the blacks' frustration while, at the same time,
delays their entry into the structure of white
society. Following are some descriptions of
the major negative effects of the coping strate-
gy.
Investment and Mortgages
Blacks rarely take out loans for capital expendi-
tures, choosing instead to utilize their savings.
There is a general fear of taking long-term mort-
gages, even with the low interest loans that are
available from FmHA. The reasoning behind this
cautious approach is the unpredictability of
blacks' income. Because of this unpredictability,
they buy only what is immediately necessary, with
whatever savings are available at the time, leav-
ing open the option to add on or to improve later.
"We just live day by day. We never know what's
going to come up. So my husband never plans
aheadbecause it never works out. So at the time
we bought our home we decided on this because
there's no use going overboard and losing it."
The obvious consequence of such an approach to in-
vestment is that, although the blacks take few
risks, what they get is generally of a lower
quality, because that is all that they are able
to afford with their limited savings.
The direct effects of avoiding the channels of
white society are obvious. Because blacks fear
the risk of a 15-year commitment, they must set-
tle for less; this creates a pattern which will
keep. them in poverty. However, the conservative
approach is, in some sense, logical because blacks
can not expect steady jobs from white society.
Also, in many cases, loan policies are not devel-
oped to deal with the capabilities or the value
system of the blacks. For instance, if mortgage
payments were required only during months of em-
ployment, then undoubtedly blacks would borrow
more money. However, this is the kind of flex-
ibility which can be reasonably expected only
from the blacks' helping network and not from a
bank. Thus, when the idea of taking a loan is
mentioned, some blacks "get shaky because they
don't want to take on any more money."
Decreased Mobility
Mobility is an important issue because the "melt-
ing pot" theory has never applied to the blacks,
as is shown by the fact that they have been in
America longer than any other ethnic group and are
still poor as a group. The causes of their con-
tinued poverty can mostly be associated with pre-
judice. However, the coping strategy of the rural
blacks itself only provides a means for nobility
within their own subculture. This is because
the strategy can provide access to land, jobs, and
other resources only within the black social net-
work. There are no routes easily available to
them which lead out of that structure.
Mobility outside the black social network is dis-
couraged because of the relative safety and sense
of control the local communities provide. To
blacks -- and rightly so -- the outside world
is a set of unknowns and images of the "ghetto in
the city." For an individual to take the risk
of trying to improve himself in a society which
makes few rewards available seems foolish to
blacks. Yet because of this fear, they have also
stopped exploring opportunities that actually may
be open to them.
The normal channels of mobility are centered in
the blacks' Social Network. Nobility is based on
hard work, family help, family land, the sharing
of resources, obtaining the best jobs available,
and occasional help from a white employer, such
as a gift of land. Recently, institutions and
their various programs -- Social Security, Wel-
fare, Medicare, Unemployment, FmHA and low inter-
est loans -- have provided blacks with aid from
outside their network that has allowed them to
increase their mobility. One older black man's
recent move illustrates this point, "I just
stayed here (in my shack) because I knew if I
went somewhere else I'd have to pay rent. But
after I got to a certain age (70), the disability
people said they would pay rent and electricity,
that's the reason that I made up my mind to move.
You can put up with a whole lot if you weren't
paying rent."
In spite of the fact that the government and
other institutions provide some help, often the
help is either inadequate or not structured
around the blacks' way of life. Thus, seasonal
workers who receive unemployment compensation are
are forced to sneak around doing odd jobs to
supplement their unemployment checks, which are
never enough. Even the older black man who had
recently moved was on social security before he
moved, and it was only with the additional help
of his disability benefits that he could afford
to leave his shack. One consequence of these
problems is that many of the blacks choose not
to use these channels.
Continued Segregation
The segregation of the blacks' communities had
the advantage of helping blacks to cope, first,
by increasing their sense of control through
exclusion, and second, by allowing their sub-
culture to exist without white interference.
But, since the two races have little contact
except during working hours, this also causes
a problem. The whites who only hear about or
see pictures of the blacks' environment are
likely tomisunderstand it -- often with expres-
sions of disgust over both the homes and the
people. On the other hand, although the blacks
work within the white structure they still re-
turn to the "safety" of their own community at
the end of each day. Therefore they feel more
confident in their own social network and, as
a consequence, few think of leaving unless they
are going to another black community. "Black
people like to live in bunches, you know, with
their own kind. I don't know why, it just is."
A lot of it has to do with family."
The segregation of the communities is one of the
major causes of the continued inequality of the
races in Kent County. Although it would be ab-
surd to recommend forced integration, at some
time in the future, the process of achieving
mobility for blacks must include the mixing of
the races. While there will always be token
higher-level jobs for a few, the existing pat-
terns wherein the blacks fill the low-level job
slots and live in the cheapest homes will con-
tinue as long as the coping system continues to
encourage the isolation of the two races. This
is because the conditions of the blacks are "out
of sight and out of mind" for most whites.
The blacks' isolation helps them avoid conflict
with whites, but at the same time prevents them
from learning how to use the resources of society
for their benefit. It also delays the forcing of
whites to provide adequate and equal opportunities.
Presently, the isolation strategy's positive as-
pects outweigh its negative ones, but in the long
run blacks need to increase their penetration in-
to all aspects of white society and its system of
controls. Gradually, they will build up their
confidence and expectations, and more importantly
force whites to open some doors.
Dependency Motivation 1 4
"We can't live with you but we can't live without
you."
A fellow student once suggested to me that the
black communities should work on becoming econ-
omically self-sufficient in order to gain more
control over their lives. Although they have
developed an isolated framework that provides
access to many resources, the blacks are still
dependent on the whites for many items -- jobs,
schooling, and various govenment financial aid
programs. This, in conjunction with the stag-
nant economy, make self-sufficiency impossible,
Repeatedly stated throughout this work is the
fact that blacks expect little help from the
whites. Part of their coping strategy has been
"to take what they can get." Thus social
security, welfare payments, and similar forms
of aid are welcome and used, but they are viewed
only as gifts by both whites and blacks. (Whites
see them as gifts of money to people who ought
to be working; blacks see them as token payments,
when what they really want and need are good jobs
and greater opportunities.)
The problem with these "token gifts" is that they
have made blacks even more dependent on whites
than in the past. Before, they merely relied on
whites for jobs, while in times of need they
would turn to each other and to their own Social
Network for help. For instance, older blacks
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would always be cared for by the families. Also,
the blacks were accustomed to living with less.
"Bad times were easier for us black folks because
we never had nothin. White folks were used to
living high. So when Social Security came along,
we were tickled to death to get it." The im-
plementation of the new aid programs has made
life easier for blacks in many ways, but it has
increased their dependence on whites. None of
thesoe programs encourage a change in the existing
structure of blacks' access to opportunities, they
just raise blacks' standard of living by an in-
significant amount. Segregation continues, the
Coping Stratgy and Social Network continue, and
the basic fact remains true that "although the
blacks can't live with the whites, they can't
live without them."*
Stress
"You're just a white boy. There's no use talking
to you about these things because you'll never
understand, you'll never know what it's like.
It's hard, I mean it's really hard around here.
I don't even want to talk about it because it
was hard enough living through it."
Blacks may talk about how nice their homes and
jobs are, but inside all of them is the knowledge
that they are equal to whites, but that because
of their skin color, they have to work harder to
get less. The whole coping stategy based on
"geting used to it" is fine for what it provides
blacks, but it has meant that they have had to
internalize a lot of their feelings of anger be-
cause they fear the consequences of complaining.
The result is stress. One psychiatirst diagnosed
an older black in the area as a "walking time
*See the conclusion of Tally's Corner by Elliot
Liebow for a lengthy discussion of this phenom-
enon.
bomb" because he had kept so much inside of him
that he was about to explode. 1 5
Thestress is usually much greater for men than for
for women. This is probably related to several
factors. Men are the traditional bread winners
in the American family and, because of prejudice,
black men are not able to fill this role as easily
as their white counterparts. This can be degrad-
ing for the men in two ways -- first, in that they
often cannot bring home enough money to support the
household, and secondly, because the women often
need to work to supplement the family's income.*
Black men also have to internalize their feelings
more than black women because they have the most
contact with whites as employers; it is necessary
for them to act "correctly." I found that the
women were more willing to complain about preju-
dice than the men. A typical male response was
"Yeh it's bad, but not that bad," while the women
were more outspoken on the subjects of housing,
prejudice, jobs, etc.
The blacks are generally very proud of what they
have been able to obtain despite poverty and
prejudice. Yet they are generally bitter towards
society for its past and present restrictions.
The scars are deep. What makes their tolerance
of the present system even more difficult is
hearing the comments that whites make about
blacks -- downgrading the way they live -- be-
cause the blacks know whose fault their poverty
really is.
S umma ry
The Effects of Poverty, Prejudice and Coping
What I have presented so far in this work is a
description of the relationships between the
Backwood Communities' form, the family, church,
and other networks, the homes and their use, as
well as the constraints of society and how the
blacks cope with them to generate their own
system of controls. In other words, the physical
details that architects generally deal with are
just one facet of the total environment that
people live in. I remind the reader of the dis-
cussion in the Introduction of the balance that
is needed between people, control and respon-
sibility, and the physical realms in order to
generate an environment sensitive to the needs
of the users.
This study has pointed out that Control and Res-
ponsibility does not lie entirely in the hands
of the rural blacks. In response to this lack
of control a coping strategy has developed. The
importance of this point is that one must re-
cognize the role that control plays in the shap-
ing of the environment: the effects it has had
on the homes, the communities, and the people.
As a summary of this and earlier chapters, I
would like to present a simple breakdown of the
effects of Poverty, Prejudice, and Coping.
(1) Constraints of Society: Because of the
constraints of society -- prejudice, lack of op-
portunities, etc.-- blacks must settle for low-
level jobs, small homes, and less income than
most whites. The Home (chapter 4) -- its size,
condition, and lack of basic utilities, best
exemplifies the effects of having little money.
Stress is also an important consequence.
(2) The Need to Cope: As an attempt to deal
with these constraints, the blacks have devel-
oped a complex Coping Strategy in order to in-
crease their access to controls and resources
that white society denies them. This can be seen
in their "Way of Thinking," the family and social
networks of the communities, and the "getting used
to it" attitude.
(3) Consequences of Coping: Finally there are
the consequences of coping, or the results of
the blacks' having exercised their control over
the environment. The Community Form, which is
segregated and structured around the church and
family, is the largest-scale example. What the
blacks choose to do to their "small" homes,
jobs they choose to take, and how they spend
their money, are also partially influenced by
the coping strategy. Additionally, there are
the negative consequences -- the lack of ex-
ploration of alternatives, the dependency of
blacks on whites, and the difficulty of increas-
ing mobility due to the lack of contact with,
or confidence in, the white system.
The blacks' rural environment is a complex web
of internal and external controls and the "bal-
ance" that exists today may not represent the
most satisfying environment for blacks, but it
is one that is working, given the present limi-
tations. Thus, it could be better, but as men-
tioned throughout this work, change seems to be
slow and far away.
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Conclusions;
Problems and Options
Identifying the Problems
The major emphasis of this research has been to
study the effects of poverty and prejudice on
the environmental structure of rural blacks in
Kent County, Maryland. I found not only impover-
ished housing conditions -- which are known to
most people -- but also the Backwoods community
form whose structure consists of a complex in-
tertwining of land ownership, extended family
and friendship networks, and the church. I also
found the workings of a complex coping strategy
which aids blacks in dealing with the constraints
imposed on them by white society, constraints
such as the tangible effects of prejudice and
the limited access to good jobs. Segregation,
self-help strategies, extended helping networks,
and a limitation of aspirations all play impor-
tant roles in this coping strategy.
The most important point to stress in this work
however is that the root of the problems of the
poor rural blacks is their lack of control over,
or access to, resources and opportunities. This
lack of control is one of the major factors which
limit the number of choices which are available
to blacks. Without control, blacks cannot get
adequate jobs; without control they have limited
mobility; without control, they continue to be
affected by decisions which come from outside
their sub-culture, decisions which are often ir-
responsible and which often affect their environ-
ment negatively. It is the blacks' lack of con-
trol and their "sense of powerlessness" -- which
is one consequence of their lack of control --
that forces them to adapt to white society's con-
trols and decisions. Hence, the coping strategy
is developed.
In summary, this work has identified two major
problem areas that need to be dealt with in
order to help eliminate the poverty of rural
blacks. They are:
(1) The blacks' obvious and immediate need for
improved housing, utilities, larger incomes,
better jobs, etc.
(2) The blacks' lack of control and their li-
mited range of choice and access to resources
within the local environment. (It is necessary
to increase the blacks' range of choice and
their actual and perceived level of control to
overcome the physical aspects of their poverty,
and to help them overcome some of the problems
associated with their sense of powerlessness,
their lack of mobility, their limited aspira-
tions, etc.)
Architecture and Planning Options
Throughout this report I have stated that the
root of the rural blacks' problems lies in their
limited access to controls and resources (pro-
blem area #2). However, improving the blacks'
access to these resources would require a funda-
mental change in society. This is a change
which is not imminent -- especially on the East-
ern Shore. Thus, the present structure of
society makes it difficult to imagine any pro-
gram that would actually provide rual blacks
with immediate control over their environment
and equal access to society's resources.
In that case,what needs to be done? What role
can architects and planners take in improving the
the overall conditions of the rural blacks in
Kent County?
Once planners and architects realize that they
cannot change society rapidly, the most realis-
tic approach for them to adopt in helping to
make life better for the rural blacks would be
the reinforcement of the blacks' present set of
controls and the positive aspects of their en-
vironment -- land ownership, the extended family,
helping and friendship networks, subcultural
values, attachment ot community, self-help,
and the church. (Notice mos t of these "strengths"
are strongly based in the blacks' coping stra-
tegy.) This reinforcement can come by "chip-
ping away" at the system to help blacks obtain
the resources and controls that are presently
available from society and which could then be
used to increase the number of choices open to
blacks. By using what is available from society
and reinforcing and building up what they al-
ready have, blacks may not gain immediate and
total control over their environment, but they
would be working towards long-term gains in
society.
Planners and architects can serve many valuable
roles in the process of helping the rural blacks.
While one major purpose of the professionals
would be to look for programs that could be used
to increase what blacks presently have, their
most important role would be that of Advocacy
Planning. They should consider the blacks as
their clients and should work on establishing
a close relationship with the blacks by working
with them, consulting them, being visible in the
community, etc. This relationship is crucial
in that it involves the blacks in the planning
and decision making process, it helps provide
the professionals with the understanding of the
people that they need -- their priorities, their
values, their perceptions and their environmental
structure. Finally, this relationship would
also help create a certain degree of trust be-
tween the people and the professionals.
Once the planner/architect has established a good
rapport and system of communication with and be-
tween members of the community, he should set
about finding out, and making the blacks aware
of the programs which are available to help
them. Besides the community's need for an in-
creased awareness of what is available they
need organizational and legal advice that will
help them exercise their potential political
clout in demanding access to those programs.
(Legal aids could be a valuable service to these
communities.) The organization of a community
should not be difficult given the existing bonds
and unity within the communities.
Program Areas
These are several areas that planners and archi-
tects should concern themselves with when looking
for progams and other forms of available aid to
help the rural blacks. One of the most notable
is the need for housing improvements. However,
they should always keep in mind the absolute ne-
cessity of working at increasing the blacks'
local and long-term controls and the need for com-
munity participation. Following are several pos-
sible program areas that demand attention.
The Need to Increase the Housing Stock: Hope-
fully there should be a major effort to increase
the overall housing stock available to blacks.
By putting new or renovated homes on the market
-- in black neighborhoods -- many blacks would
no longer be forced to choose substandard or
dilapidated housing because of the lack of alter-
natives.
The Renovation of Homes: Many of the rural
blacks' homes are in need of repair, mostly be-
cause of the owners' limited incomes and lack of
access to other resources. Planners/Architects
should thus locate programs that would aid
blacks in obtaining access to the materials,
tools, skills, or the financing they need to re-
pair their homes.
The renovation of the blacks' homes is an impor-
tant issue, not only because the homes are often
in very bad condition, but because of their high
inefficiency. This inefficiency is what causes
the high "monthly bills" that cut so much into
the blacks' incomes.
Land and Home Ownership: Land ownership plays
an important role in the rural blacks' lives,
but the high cost of land and its unavailability
often makes land difficult to purchase. Thus,
loans, grants, and subsidies should be looked
into to help blacks in obtaining land. Also the
possibility of public agencies purchasing large
tracts of land for subdivision and resale to
blacks at a modest price should be examined.
(Washington Park is an excellent example of this
approach, although it was financed by a private
individual.)
The benefits of land ownership in Backwoods com-
munities has been clearly demonstrated and thus,
attention should be paid to making more land
available on the edge of these communities to
allow for their expansion.
Home ownership is also very important to blacks
so the possibility of similar programs -- sub-
sidies, direct aid, flexible mortgages, etc. --
should be examined.
Heired Property: Legal aid should be provided
to help blacks in Backwoods communities to clear
up the titles of the many pieces of "heired pro-
perty." This would encourage the use of these
properties for future home construction or the
maintenance of existing homes.
Loan and Subsidy Programs: Programs that are
more sensitive to the blacks' current economic
conditions, as well as their value structure,
need to be located. Presently many blacks avoid
even the long term low interest loans of the
Farmers' Home Association (FmHA) because they
fear foreclosure and the loss of their homes.
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However, the rural blacks prefer to own, so they
could benefit if flexible programs were made
available to them -- e.g. adjustable mortgages.
Cooperatives: The extensive helping networks
found in the Backwoods communities could serve
as excellent foundations for cooperatives de-
signed to help blacks acquire needed resources.
Planner/Architects should help organize or find
support programs for the development of such
co-operatives that could help blacks save money
on food, tools, materials, etc.
Utilization of Community Resources: Local con-
tractors and community co-operatives should be
used whenever feasible to increase local blacks'
participation in community-oriented projects as
well as other local projects. (The new low in-
come housing project in Chestertown would have
provided an excellent opportunity for this type
of an approach. However, the contract was award-
ed to a builder from Washington, D.C.)
Job Training: Of course job training programs
for all levels of work should be sought out.
Architectural Observations
As a result of my observations and interviewing,
several implications for designing or retrofit-
ting homes for the rural blacks stood out. It
is important to note that many of these implica-
tions or needs are actually just standards for
most Americans.
Most of the homes owned by blacks -- new or old
-- would benefit from additional rooms as well
as indoor and outdoor storage areas. Since
many blacks cannot afford this extra space, it
is absolutely essential that each home is de-
signed efficiently with no wasted space. Homes
should also be efficient in their use of energy.
so that the "monthly bills" are minimized. Out-
door space is also crucial to many blacks. Pre-
ferably there should be a large enough yard
around the house to allow for gardens, "breathin
space," etc. If the unit is in town, the resi-
dent should have private useable outdoor space,
such as porches, enclosed backyards, etc.
Materials used on the outside of the homes --
roofs, siding, windows, foundation, etc. --
should be durable and require little maintanence
so that in the future the owners will not have
to make repairs that they cannot afford. Addi-
tionally, skimping on materials should be avoided
because in the long run skimping will cause the
blacks' homes to deteriorate more quickly.
Running water and indoor toilets are another im-
portant need of these blacks. While many cannot
afford these items, the would be appreciated by
all if they were made available.
Finally, the efforts of architects should be con-
cerned with designing efficient and quality low-
cost homes for the blacks. Money spent on ar-
chitectural details that would not serve the
needs of the residents should be minimized.
Other details -- such as porches -- which are
useful to the residents should not be cut back
on in designs.
A Note on Chestertown's Housing Project
Chestertown is currently sponsoring a 22 unit
Federally subsidized housing project which is
being built at the western end of Calvert Street
in Uptown. The two-story brick townhouses are
small, lack private outdoor spaces, and are to
be rented to low income people (mostly blacks
applied). The project is being well received
by most blacks because, above all else, the
homes are new and equipped with modern utilities
(though some say they are still "built cheap.")
The project deserves further analysis and study
of its long-term successes and failures; how
the residents use it, its support of the blacks'
environmental structure, the blacks perception
of its, etc.
DILEMAS
Hanging over Kent County are several "dilemmas"
or realities that seem to impede the improve-
ment of the blacks' situation in that county.
They are segregation, migration, and the number
of small powerless black communities.
A Final Comment on Segregation and Backwoods
Communities
Presently segregation is deeply ingrained in both
the white and the black rural structures. One
of the problems with segregation is that it en-
courages isolation and misunderstanding on the
part of both whites and blacks. If both races
lived in the same communities, it is quite pos-
sible that whites would be more inclined to help
blacks improve their environment, but, living in
separate communities whites have less awareness of
of, and often less concern for, the problems of
poor blacks. Thus segregation reduces blacks'
potential for improving their conditions.
On the other hand, there are some positive bene-
fits which accrue to the blacks because of segre-
gation. Segregation, because it allows them an
opportunity to retreat from prejudice and dis-
crimination, helps blacks avoid the constant
frustrations which would occur if they had to
spend their entire days within the white com-
munity. Backwoods communities, with their ex-
tended family and friendship networks etc.,
clearly illustrate some of the benefits of seg-
regation for blacks. Bigwoods, with its strong
sense of community and its helping networks,
illustrates how Backwoods communities
actually seem to help blacks deal with the ef-
fects of poverty and prejudice. However, since
Backwoods communities are not likely to become
integrated in the near future, their many posi-
tive characteristics will probably never be
fully appreciated by many whites.
Obviously both races need more contact with each
other. But forced integration, in addition to
being unrealistic at the present time, could
turn out to be counter productive if it were
allowed to undermine the coping strategies which
blacks currently use to deal with the effects of
poverty and prejudice. Forced integration could
also create more tension between the races and
lead to a worsening of the situation. Thus, if
the opportunity for integration or increased
contact between blacks and whites occurs, it
should be encouraged. However, society doesn't
seem to be moving in that direction. For now
segregation should be understood for both its
positive and negative contributions to the blacks'
environment.
Small "Powerless" Communities
Another dilemma of the local rural blacks is
that most of them live in small communities
that are unincorporated and have no political
power in the county. It is also hard to organ-
ize the blacks because they are so scattered
(unlike the whites who usually live in bigger
towns), All these factors have allowed the
blacks' communities to go unnoticed for years.
This occurs mostly because they have no "poli-
tical clout," and thus they often lose out on
the allocation of resources.
Migration of Educated Blacks
Also working against the progress that rural
blacks are making is the fact that those who
are acquiring higher education, learning skills,
and getting better jobs are leaving the area.
This migration is caused by the fact that there
aren't enough good jobs in the area for both
whites and blacks, and prejudice means whites
get most of these jobs. The consequence of
the migration of the more educated blacks is
that those blacks left behind are usually the
least educated, least mobile and thus the least
capable of improving their local enviroment.
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Notes
Chapter 1: Introduction
I. To see the effects of prejudice, one needs
only to examine the statistics on poverty.
In- 1963 it was calculated that 25% of the
total population was poor and that 30% of
the poor were blacks. Taking these figures
further one would find that 68% of the blacks
were poor while only 20% of the whites fell
into that category.
2. "Promises to Keep" in Human Needs in Housing,
Natrass and Morrison (eds.), p. 207.
3. For instance, the government has provided less
than a million and a half subsidized units be-
tween 1937 and 1969 in rural areas. This is
estimated to be the actual need for one year!
For more data on government programs, see the
artical "Promises to Keep."
4. Rapoport, Amos, House, Form, and Culture, p.
6.
5. Ibid., pp. 12-13.
6. Gans, Hubert, The Urban Villagers, p 30.
7. 1 am indebted to Tunney Lee for the idea of
this relationship of balance in the environ-
ment.
8. Thanks to Kevin Lynch for this definition and
classification of the four modes of control.
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Chapter 2: Area of Study
1. See Boyd Gibbon's Wye Island to see the resis-
tance locals put up to a proposal by the Rouse
Company to develop a part of the Eastern Shore.
2. Grumpelt, Analysis of the Housing Market of
Kent County, p. 53
3. Grumpelt, An Open Letter Concerning Rural
Slum Housing, p. 5.
4. Grumpelt, An Analysis of the Housing Market
of Kent County, p. 41.
5. Ibid, p. 26
Chapter 5; Coping With Poverty and Prejudice
1. Coles, Robert. The South Goes North, p. 59.
2. Seligman, Martin. Helplessness: on Depression,
sion, Development, and Death, p. 50.
3. Coles, Robert. The South Goes North, p. 202.
4. This is a term which I have assigned to the
rural blacks method of adapting to outside
constraints. In the behavioral sciences,
Social Strategies or Adaptive Strategies are
terms also used for the same idea.
5. Whitten and Whitten, Social Strategies and
Social Relationships, p. 255.
7. Graves and Graves, Adaptive Strategies in
Urban Mirgration, p. 117.
8. A good book for this subject is Herbert Left-
court's Locus of Control, Current Trends in
Theory and Research.
9. 1 am indepted to Muhammad Abdus-Sabur for this
concept and for other ideas related to it.
10. Graves and Graves, Adaptive Strategies in
Urban Migration, p. 139.
11. Ibid.,,p. 129.
12. Ibid., p. 132.
13. Ibid., p. 136.
14. I am again indepted to Muhammad Abdus-Sabur
for the concept and term "Dependency Mtiva-
ion."
15. Research on stress and disease note that
the life expectancy of rural black men who
migrate to the city is at least 10 years
less than their white counterparts. This
has been correlated with new coping strate-
gies that are required. Syme, S.L. and L.
G. Reeder (eds.) "Social Stress Versus Car-
dio Vascular Disease," Milbank Memorial Fund
Quarterly, 45, Part II.
6. Ibid., p. 248.
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